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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


REPORTAGE ON CARIBBEAN BASIN INITIATIVE 
CAIC Reaction 
FL271940 Bridgetown CANA in English 1805 GMT 27 Feb 82 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 27 Feb (CANA)--The Barbados-based Caribbean 
Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) today welcomed U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan's aid plan for the Caribbean and Central America that includes 
duty-free entry of goods to the America market, aid to hard-hit economies 
and incentives to improve the private sectors performance. 


A CAIC statement quoted executive director Pat Thompson, in Washington for 
talks with high-level administrative officers connected with the plan, as 

saying that the one-way free-trade area about which Mr Reagan spoke in an 

address to the Organisation of American States (OAS) last Wednesday was "a 
major step forward by the U.S. administration." 


It is the first time that the United States has afforded any part of the 
world such a trade relationship. The CAIC official said the free trade 


proposal in Mr Reagan's Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) was potentially a 
most important. one for the Caribbean. 


Mr Thompson emphasised the following aspects of the proposals: First, they 
were administrative proposals, second, many aspects would have to go through 
U.S. Congress and then be converted into legislation, and this process was 
only just beginning. 


The proposals would have to pass the committee stage and during this long 
process would come under close scrutiny and influences of all kinds. 


It was of the utmost importance, Mr Thompson stated, that the Caribbean 
planners and people be aware of this process, and harness their energies 
to develop their own lobbies to influence Congress to pass the proposals 
into law. 


He said the Caribbean should also be aware that the proposals have come at a 
time when the United States Government faces a large deficit, unemployment 
levels are high, and there has been high public expenditure. 








It could be expected that many groups therefore would be against the CBI 
proposals and would lobby against them before they were put into law. 


There was also fear among many people in the United States itself about the 
CBI, Mr Thompson added, hence, the need for Caribbean economic involved in 
converting the proposals into legislation. [as received] 


Mr Thompson in commenting on the 350 million dollars (U.S.) bilateral 
assistance promised by the President said that the CAIC dele gation in 
Washington had stressed that this must be deployed in programmes needed to 
develop infrastructure vitally needed in the region. 


Indeed, many of the LDCs (less developed countries of the Caribbean), for 
example Dominica, could not make use of the private investment projects 
unless infrastructure was put in place, he said. 


Mr Thompson added that “for relatively small amounts of money infrastructure 
projects could be effected, and should be, before other aspects of the CBI 
could work effectively." 


The CAIC director also disclosed that the CAIC delegation had stressed in 
Washington the importance of avoiding snags and red tape in the system 
before the free trade area plan was effected. 


He referred to the Lome convention and the fact that many benefits from the 
free trade plan were not experienced by the beneficiaries of the treaty 
because of the myriad of rules and regulations involved. 


Above all, Mr Thompson said that the CAIC delegation had stressed the impor- 
tance of the immediate solution to foreign exchange problems which many 
territories in the region were currently facing. 


The CAIC representatives had encouraged the implementation of two aspects of 
Mr Reagan's plan which might effectively solve these foreign exchange diffi- 
culties, for example the Export Import Bank Scheme (EXIM) and the use of 

the Economic Support Funds (ESF). 


Unless Caribbean countries could speedily solve their foreign exchange prob- 


lems the long-term effects of the one-way free trade area would elude them, 
he warned. 


CCL Reaction 


FL262125 Bridgetown CANA in English 2046 GMT 26 Feb 82 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 26 Feb (CANA)--While stating its concern about 
certain aspects of President Reagan's economic development plan for the 
region, the Caribbean Congress of Labour (CCL) today said it was new and 
could bring some benefit to the Caribbean. 

















"However, the CCL must express its deep concern over the apparent exclusion 
of Grenada and favouritism towards Jamaica as outlined in President Reagan's 
proposals," the 26-member trades union organisation said in a statement. 


President Reagan announced the U.S. proposals for the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI) Wednesday. The plan envisages allocating 350 million 
dollars (U.S.) to Central America and the Caribbean and granting the 
region's exporters duty-free access to U.S. markets for 12 years for all 
goods except textiles and apparel. 


Jamaica and the Dominican Republic will be receiving the majority of the aid 
for the Caribbean Basin countries once Congress approves President Reagan's 
proposals. 


Said the umbrella labour body: "The CCL is mindful of the division created 
when the Caribbean Development Bank rejected U.S. aid following the stipula- 
tion that Grenada be excluded. 


"This resulted in the subsequent call by some leaders for direct aid to the 
individual countries circumventing the Caribbean Development Bank's deci- 
sion." 


The CCL continued: "The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) must steadfastly 
resist this line of thinking which will leave every territory, without 
exception, to the whims and fancies of the giants with which we are dealing. 


"Another area of concern is the high emphasis on private foreign investment. 
So far, it has nowhere fuelled equitable developments--it reinforces eco- 
nomic disparities, political repression, concentration of wealth and social 
dislocation." 


"Associated with such investments are the risks of industry failures. Along 
with governments’ vulnerability to companies success: governments may feel 
threatened by powerful firms which may demand additional concessions," the 
CCL stated. 


[t added: "The ideological and military aspect implied in the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative at this stage is one that the Caribbean should reject as 
out of nand. 


"While some concern is being expressed by some of our leaders about Grenada's 
direction, there is still time to this apparent drift which is certainly 
cementing Grenada's exclusion bit by bit, thereby, paving the way for an 
East/West division in the CARICOM area." [as received] 


The CCL said: "The Caribbean Basin Initiative must be seen as a genuine 
Caribbean initiative emanating from within the Caribbean itself, with 
inputs of all elements of Caribbean society. 


"If those outside of the Caribbean are really our friends as they claim to 
be, then they will assist willingly with the priorities as determined by 














the Caribbean people and not force priorities conditioned by their own 
interests." 


"The CCL sees the trade unions as vital and critical elements in the polit- 
ical, social and economic circumstances of the Caribbean," the organisation 


said. 


"Failure to involve all the CARICOM countries and the legitimate organisa- 
tions of the Caribbean workers will bring about the same end result spoken 
by President Reagan where the Caribbean peoples will find radical and racial 
organisations better suited for social change where their new and ambitious 
leaders talk of speedy change and the taking over of the reins of power by 
the use of armed revolution," the CCL added. 


The statement said: "The CCL proposes that a high level meeting be convened 
following a regional heads of government meeting, which is now evidently 
necessary, between the social partners in the region, the governments, the 
business sectors and the trade unions. 


"Such a conference should be used to establish guidelines and a code of con- 
duct for the anticipated private foreign investment." 


The CCL added: "Finally, the CCL must express its concern over the military 
manoeuvres taking place in our region. It appears as though the Caribbean 
islands are gradually being drawn into the political upheavals in Central 
America. It is imperative that our area be declared a ‘zone of peace’ so 
that the region can bring to its people the expectations which they desire." 


Grenadian Business Reaction 
FLO42348 Bridgetown CANA in English 2310 GMT 4 Mar 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenade, 4 Mar (CANA)--The Grenada business community 
today reacted cautiously to the trade aid and investment proposals announced 
last week by U.S. President Ronald Reagan in his Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI). 


The CBI package is to comprise mainly an extra 350 million dollar injection 
of economic and duty free access to the U.S. market for most Caribbean goods 
for 12 years, and a series of investment incentives. 


President of the local Chamber of Commerce and Industry David Minors told 
CANA that the association was now in the process of trying to ascertain the 
details of the CBI. 


Mr Minors, who was leaving here today for Barbados to attend Saturday's meet- 
ing of the Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) where the 
programme will be discussed, said that the chamber was reserving comments 

on the scheme until all the facts around the plan were made known. 























He, however, said that the local chamber would meet on the CBI next week and 
it was then that "we would work out what we see as any possibilities for us 
in this scheme. 


"We want to get it straight first. We want to get to the bottom of it to 
find out exactly where we stand where this Caribbean Basin Initiative is 
concerned," Mr Minors said. 


Meanwhile, a Foreign Ministry official here said today that the Grenada 
Government would make its position on the CBI known in a joint statement to 
be issued by the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) of which it 
is a member. 


The official, however, recalled that Grenada's ambassador to the Organisa- 
tion of American States (OAS) Dessima Williams had in a previous statement 
said that this country would wish to see the programme being genuine economic 
improvements for the peoples of the Caribbean. 


Miss Williams said too that the left-leaning Grenada Government would wait 

to see whether the U.S. initiative "is a superficial programme that is put in 
place without really addressing itself to the issues of production and the 
critical questions, such as feeding ourselves." 


Grenada, where the pro-Cuba New Jewel Movement (NJM) of Maurice Bishop seized 
power almost three years ago in the first coup in the English-speaking 
Caribbean, will not be eligible for U.S. economic aid under the scheme. 


Guyana’s CARICOM Assessment 
FLO11910 Bridgetown CANA in English 1733 GMT 1 Mar 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 1 Mar (CANA)--The Guyana Government has 
expressed its willingness to participate with the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and other Caribbean countries in a collective assessment of U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's proposed Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) pro- 
gramme. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in a statement said: The statement made by 
President Reagan to the OAS (Organisation of American States) on February 24 
on the Caribbean Basin Initiative raised issues which are far-reaching in 
their implications and they deserve careful study. 


Under the plan Caribbean Basin countries most in need are to be given 350 
million dollars more in U.S. economic development aid, as well as free trade 
access to the U.S. market for all regional goods except textiles and garments, 
over a 12-year period. 


The U.S. Government is hoping that the CBI will encourage American investors 
in the Caribbean through tax incentives and an official credit scheme, which 


are also proposed in the aid programme, which must now be approved by 
Congress. 
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The government statement recalled that an extraordinary session of the stand- 
ing committee of ministers responsible for foreign affairs of CARICOM states 
was held in Kingston, Jamaica, on September 4 and 5, 1981 through an initia- 
tive by the host country to chiefly discuss the Caribbean Basin plan. 


At the meeting, CARICOM countries agreed on the essential principles which 
they thought should guide any such action plan. 


They discussed some of the elements which it should contain and steps to be 
taken towards articulating and implementing the plan. 


The CARICOM position was subsequently discussed with representatives of other 
Caribbean states including Haiti, Suriname and the Dominican Republic. 


The ministry's statement said in light of the previous consultations, the 
Government of Guyana was willing to participate with other CARICOM countries 
and other basin states in a joint assessment of the programme as outlined. 


The next regular meeting of the standing committee of ministers responsible 
for foreign affairs is scheduled to be held in Belize towards month end and 
it is reported that the matter is on the agenda. 


Jamaica's Seaga Reaction 
FL270010 Bridgetown CANA in English 2200 GMT 26 Feb 82 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 26 Feb (CANA)--Jamaica will have no quarrel with 
the United States over the exclusion of Grenada--run by a leftist govern- 
ment--from the proposals announced by President Reagan om Wednesday to aid 
the development of Central American and Caribbean countries, the Jamaican 
leader, Edward Seaga, indicated here today. 


The exclusion of Grenada did not mean that it was eliminated from the overall 
programme, which is to include Canada, Mexico and Venezuela as donors in the 
initial stage, Mr Seaga told reporters. 


Under President Reagan's proposals, which will have to get approval from 
Congress, Caribbean Basin countries will have nonreciprocal free entry of all 
their goods to the U.S. markets, with the exception of textiles and garments. 


In addition, the United States will provide tax incentives and official 
credit facilities geared to entice U.S. firms to invest in the Caribbean 
Basin, as the major plank of the programme. 


The United States is also to provide 350 million dollars (U.S.) in additional 


direct aid to the region, largely to assist those countries with foreign 
crises. 


In announcing the plan before the Organisation of American States (OAS) 

Mr Reagan strongly implied that the Central American country of Nicaragua 
and the East Caribbean island of Grenada would not be entitled to the pro- 
grammes because they had left "the fold." 











Grenada is a member of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the free-trade and 
functional cooperation organisation of English-speaking Caribbean countries 
of which Jamaica is also part. 


At a meeting here last September to discuss their reaction to the U.S. spon- 
sored initiative which was then -mbryonic, CARICOM foreign ministers agreed 
that the plan should not be used as an ideological weapon and that no coun- 
try should be excluded because of its philosophy. 


A position paper circulated by Antigua that won wide endorsement from the 
member states said: "No country should be excluded from the programme auto- 
matically. Specifically, we should insist that no CARICOM country should 

be excluded." 


The regional countries, who have been pulling together their priority devel- 
opmental needs and planning mechanisms for the implementation of the pro- 
gramme with expectation of round-table negotiations between recipients and 
donors, are to deal with the Reagan announcement when they meet at the 
foreign ministers level ir Belize next month. 


The exclusion of Grenada from at least the U.S. phase of the programme is 
expected to be at the centre of the talks. 


Mr Seaga told journalists here that his government had not yet discussed the 
Belmopan meeting, but implied clearly that there would be no protest from 
Jamaica. 


Said he: "...We made it quite clear from the beginning that the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative was, as we saw it, a multilateral basket of bilateral 
programmes which meant that each country would put into it whatever they 
desired in terms of types of aid or the types of mechanisms, which would 
include trade and investments. And they would do so in relation to the 
countries with which they sought to have bilateral arrangements. 


"The fact that a country has been omitted in the programme of one of the. 
donor countries does not mean that it was omitted in terms of the overall 
treatment because there are other donor countries included...," he added. 


Canada, Mexico and Venezuela have not yet announced their packages, but had 


earlier said they could not seriously expand their substantial aid programmes 
to the region. 


Mr Seaga repeated his earlier statement that those countries which had the 
right climate to encourage private investment would benefit most from the 
U.S. programme, though we conceded that the East Caribbean islands were at 
a disadvantage because they lagged behind in infrastructural development. 


He said, however, that he had been told that a specific portion of the addi- 
tional 350 million dollars was earmarked for the East Caribbean islands. 


Mr Seaga also expected an announcement next week of the portion intended 
for Jamaica. 











Admitting that he would have liked to see a greater amount of direct 
assistance in the package, the prime minister said that the programme was 
apparently predicated on the fact that the United States was contributing 
its greatest asset--the world's greatest market--to a small, nearby pro- 
ducing area. 


"Infrastructural aid does not have to come from this programme alone," he 
said, indicating that there had to be attempts to woo other countries into 
the programme. 


Mr Seaga dismissed suggestions that the U.S. proposals would lead to recrimi- 
nation among Caribbean countries who would be fighting among themselves for 
the possible benefits. 


He said that the Reagan plans would "magnetize" the Caribbean as a new pco- 
duction centre, and they went "directly to the heart" of the problems of the 
region. 


It was not what the package offered for the marketing of goods now produced 
that was of great significance, but the potential opened for new production 
and investment, Mr Seaga said. 


"If they (Caribbean leaders) spend their time recriminating...they will find 
that there will be others taking advantage of the opportunities offered," he 
said. 


As regards the shorter-term benefits to the Jamaican economy, Mr Seaga said 
that the free trade arrangement would open the U.S. market to a wide range 
of agricultural and agribusiness products and would also have an impact on 
rum sales. 


The 1.62 dollars (U.S.) per gallon duty paid on rum imports into the United 
States was by far the highest tax on spirits, and of the spirits imported 
into the U.S. only three per cent was now rum, he said. 


St Lucia's Odlum's Reaction 
FLO32115 Bridgetown CANA in English 1942 GMT 3 Mar 82 
[Report by Ernie Seon] 


[Text] Castries, St Lucia, 3 Mar (CANA)--Former St Lucia Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister George Odlum has warned Caribbean leaders against 
adopting "a mendicant attitude" towards President Reagan's Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI). 


He suggested that they carefully analyse the 350-million-dollar aid package 
as it could have serious "geopolitical and long term implications" for the 
region. , 


Mr Odlum, leader of the Progressive Labour Party (PLP) and currently foreign 
affairs adviser to the interim government of Prime Minister Michael Pilgrim, 














told a news conference that the aid plan hinted at the possibility of getting 
the region together "to ensure that the American flag flies in the Caribbean 
and Central America almost unchallenged." 


President Reagan said the package would act as a catalyst to speed up devel- 
opment in the Caribbean and Central America to ward off communist subversion 
in the area. Communist Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua which have left wing 
governments have been excluded. 


Mr Odlum chided certain political leaders in the region (including former 
Prime Minister and United Workers Party leader John Compton) for almost 
"shooting from the hip" in expressing the view that the plan could make the 
Caribbean Basin the most prosperous area in the world. 


The PLP leader said the view was "exaggeration to the extreme, and it shows 
that Compton was more concerned with kowtowing to the Reagan administration, 
rather than making a serious analysis of the long-term implications of the 
plan." 


The former deputy prime minister stressed there was no indication in Presi- 
dent Reagan's address to the Organisation of American States (OAS) a week ago 
explaining the plan, that the Eastern Caribbean would get such a high level 
of assistance. 


"Little thought has been given to the implications for the type of economy 
that would evolve under the restrictions which may be placed on the hand-outs 
given by the Reagan administration,'’ Mr Odlum said. 


He added: ''There was much conditionality in the statement, that people would 
get support if the level of the private sector inputs and development was 
done through a specific model--it virtually says that the free market system 
must be paramount in the Eastern Caribbean.” 


"Reaganomics dictate that the market mechanism is their strategy for the 
development for the Eastern Caribbean, but this is a matter that we of the 
region are addressing our minds to." 


Mr Odlum stressed that "Caribbean leaders should not develop that kind of 
mendicant attitude, that any handout is one which should be grabbed at 
simply because beggars are not choosers. 


"We are a little more sophisticated in the Caribbean these days and serious 
analysis in the region would not allow this view to remain unchallenged," he 
said. 


Mr Odlum, a socialist politician, admitted there were some positive aspects 
of the plan, in terms of the liberalisation of trade, but noted that what 
mattered was how this ended up. 


"Assuming in a trading relationship the U.S. decides that our imports have 
to be purchased from sources that are donors of the assistance, then this 











might conflict with the overall interests of a country which is able to buy 
its imports from cheaper raw materials sources," the PLP leader declared. 


He added that the terms on which investments were made under the plan would 
be very important as "we already have a history of investment by invita- 
tion, which we now know is of little use as it brings spasmodic employment, 


so that in times of crisis, investors move out leaving gaps in our economic 
structures." 


He said that Jamaica, being the model for the free market system in the 
Caribbean in the Reagan administration's view, would be pushed more than 
any other part of the region. 


"So the idea is not to sow where in the region the requirements are greatest. 
This exposes the geo-political motive behind the Caribbean Basin Initiative 
so it will be well for the Caribbean leaders to examine whether there could 
be greater consultation with the U.S. Government in shaping and moulding the 
final package," Mr Odlum advised. 


CSO: 3025/1045 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PANAMA-EL SALVADOR COMMERCIAL TREATY--Nicolas Rigoberto Monge Lopez, inte- 
gration and international economics under secretary, announced yesterday 


that the Salvadoran and Panamanian joint trade committee has revitalized 
the two countries’ commercial treaty. Restrictions that prevented trade 
from reaching its highest levels were lifted at the last meeting in Panama. 


[PAO032218 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 1 Feb 82 pp 3, 45] 


CSO: 3010/1015 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA 


BRIEFS 


BIRD, CANADA'S ROGER HOLD TALKS--St Johns, Antigua, 2 Mar (CANA)--Canadian 
High Commissioner to the eastern Caribbean Mr Allan Roger is today holding 
discussions with the Antigua and Barbuda Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird. 
A spokesman said they are discussing projects being financed by the 

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). The Canadian high com- 
missioner was in Barbuda yesterday to commission an electric generator which 
will help to alleviate the electricity problem there. During his visit here, 
Mr Roger will formally hand over a boat to Prime Minister Vere Bird to be 
used for patrolling the country's territorial waters, and reduce the practice 
of illegal fishing by foreign vessels. [Text] [FL0O21731 Bridgetown CANA in 
English 1655 GMT 2 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3025/1047 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


SDP LEADER IN HOUSE, MP LIGHTBOURN CONTROVERSY 
FLO31700 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 25 Feb 82 pl 
[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Excerpts] Marsh Harbour MP, Michael Lightbourn, will agree to turn over 
all evidence he has to substantiate his allegations of payoffs to govern- 
ment officials if the Progressive Liberal Party members on the committee 
investigating the charges consent to call five special witnesses. 


Social Democratic Party leader Norman Solomon gave the House of Assembly 
that assurance this morning during debate on a resolution that Lightbourn 
furnish to the committee all the evidence he has, and comply with the law- 
ful requests of law enforcement agencies. 


But, when the House adjourned for lunch this afternoon, it seemed obvious 
that members on the government side were not going to accept Mr Solomon's 
assurances which he sought to give on behalf of Mr Lightbourn. 


Addressing the House, Mr Solomon said the actions of Lightbourn "were 
legitimate. The inference (by government members) is that he (Lightbourn) 
is acting in some kind of reprehensible manner because he would not bow 
down to the attorney-general. There are legal experts outside the Bahamas 
who have been consulted and they figure that the attorney-general may be 
incorrect." 


Attorney-General Paul Adderley had taken Lightbourn to court under the 
provisions of the preventicn of bribery act to have Lightbourn substantiate 
allegations that banker Abe J. Lieber “has made many payoffs (in cash and 


gifts) to officials of the Central Bank, members of the cabinet and the 
civil service." 


"One of the dilemmas that Mr Lightbourn faces," Mr Solomon said, “is that he 
is concerned more, not of the information itself, not of the documents he 
may have or may not have, as he is concerned about being legally compelled 
to reveal not the information but the source." 


"He is no newspaper man," Prime Minister Lynden Pindling shouted across the 
floor of the House. 


CSO: 3025/1046 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


"GUARDIAN' ACCUSED OF BREACHING PRIVILEGE 
FLO41600 Nassau Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 4 Mar 82 


[Text] The speaker of the House of Assembly, Mr Clifford Darling, says that 
in his option the NASSAU GUARDIAN committed breaches of privilege in a House 
of Assembly matter. In the House yesterday Sir Clifford emphasized and 
warned the parliamentary reporters of the grave consequences which may 
result from incorrect reporting of the proceedings of the House. 


Sir Clifford, in a communication, referred to last Wednesday's meeting of 
the House when objectives were raised by Prime Minister Pindling and 
(?Crooked) Town MP, Mr (Hebert Ingram), relative to remarks made by Marsh 
Harbour MP, Mr Michael Lightbourn. Those remarks were withdrawn after the 
intervention of the chair and Sir Clifford ordered them expunged and striken 
from the records of the House and advised the reporters present that those 
remarks should not be reported. 


The deputy prime minister, the Honorable A.D. Hanna and the minister of 
external affairs, the Honorable Paul Adderley, complained to the chair about 
three articles appearing in the GUARDIAN on 25 February under the byline of 
(Vern Davell). Mr Hanna took exception to the first article on the front 
page which read: "Over absence of corruption evidence government members of 
parliament blast Marsh Harbour representative," which Mr Hanna considers to 
be a grave breach of privilege of the House and the (?assertion) under the 
Same articles which in his opinion were [word indistinct] but nonetheless 
abused the privilege. The Honorable Paul Adderley drew the chair's atten- 
tion and requested the speaker take note of the incorrect reporting of the 
Same reporter found on page six of the same article. Sir Clifford eaid not- 
withstanding the apologies which appeared on the front page of the NASSAU 
GUARDIAN of 26 February, it was his considered opinion that there had been 
breaches of privilege in this matter. 


The House, after passing two bills, an amendment to the petroleum act of 
1971 and an amendment to the (?merchant) act of 1976 and approving a reso- 
lution, adjourned until next Wednesday, 10 March. 


~ 


CSO: 3025/1046 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


PRICE'S BUDGET PROPOSAL--Belizean Premier George Price has presented a $93- 
million budget proposal for 1982 to the Chamber of Representatives. Econo- 
mists have said that good crops will counterbalance the higher budget, which 
proposes higher taxes on fuel, cigarettes, imported beer and other articles. 
Price said that the 1981 economy was low due to a drop in the pricws of 
sugar and citrus products, which are Belize's main exports, and because of 
high interest rates and inflation. Wheat production, amounting to more than 
2 milition kilograms, was excellent and the country is now seeking buyers 
abroad. [PA032244 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1707 GMT 27 Feb 82] 


CITRUS INDUSTRY ON REAGAN PROPOSAL--Belize, 24 Feb (LATIN-REUTER)--The leaders 
of Belize's citrus industry have reacted favorably to President Ronald 
Reagan's proposal to abolish the tariff on products imported into the United 
States from the Caribbean Basin. "If the U.S. Congress approves this law, 

it will have provided a very significant stimulus to the citrus industry and 
to the economy in general,'"' Denzil Jenkins, head of Belize Food Products, 
Ltd, one of the country's two major citrus fruit processing plants, has com- 
mented. Belize, the leading citrus fruit exporter in the Caribbean Basin and 
the only country that currently ships to the United States, is expected to 
export about $10 million in citrus products to the United States this year, 
mostly in the form of frozen concentrates. The current tariff on imported 
citrus fruit concentrates is $2.56 per gallon (3.5 liters). At the current 
price of $6.50 per gallon, this represents about 40 percent of the value. 
[Text] [PA251507 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 0033 GMT 25 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/1018 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PRESIDENT FIGUEIREDO CAMPAIGNS IN NORTHEAST 
PY090107 Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text] Garanhuns--During a ceremony held here yesterday to start the 
construction of Highway 424, which will link Garanhuns and Arcoverde and 
will serve as an outlet for the region's agricultural production, 

President Figueiredo said: "The respect and affection that I have for the 
people of this region is far oeyond that expressed by some sectors of the 
opposition. They have not properly assessed the intelligence and patriotism 
of the people of this region in their belief that statements by those 
opposition sectors will be accepted by the people as undisputed truths." 


In an impromptu speech to thousands who filled Santo Antonio Plaza in 
downtown Garanhuns, President Figueiredo noted that "the main objectives 
of my government--achieving democratic normalization and improving the 
living conditions of the poorest sectors--may be achieved with the support 
that the people of the northeast give me. I will need this support; this 
support is indispensable to achieve the two most important objectives of 
my government," 


He added: "I am certain that just as you have done until now you will 
support me on 15 November since only with your support, and I repeat only 
with your support, wiil we be able to build that country we all hope to 
achieve: a democratic, independent, proud, happy and friendly nation. 
This is the country our forefathers dreamt of achieving and the country 
we will achieve." 


The president noted: "I am aware that I have not done enough for the people 
of Pernambuco and those of the northeast region. But my conscience is at 
peace because despite the conditions in which I found the government and the 
international difficulties we have overcome, I have given priority to under- 
takings in the northeastern region. I repeat what I said a year ago when I 
visited the northeast region: if there are resources, if we are able to 
overcome the crisis and we are successful in our struggle against inflation, 
if I am able to save some resources--more than what has already been saved-- 
these resources will be used in Brazil's northeast region." 


16 











During his 29-hour stay in Pernambuco President Figueiredo inaugurated public 
works, and held meetings with local community and political leaders. Yester- 
day during his stay in Garanhuns, the last leg of his trip, he inaugurated 
the local airport, had lunch with several regional prefects and politicians 
and presided over a ceremony initiating the construction of Highway 424. 

He returned to Brasilia yesterday afternoon with national intelligence 
service chief Otavio Medeiros; chief of the military household Danilo 
Venturini and Transportation Minister Eliseu Resende. 


CSO: 3001/92 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PRC DELEGATION INTERESTED IN BUYING LUMBER 
PY101616 Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 9 Mar 82 p 36 


[Text] Brasilia--The PRC delegation headed by Foreign Trade Vice Minister 
Lu Xuzhang to the second meeting of the Brazilian-PRC Joint Commission, 
expressed interest yesterday in importing Brazilian lumber from Tucurui, 
in addition to steel products, iron ore and other agricultural products, 
especially cotton fiber and sisal. 


According to government technicians, Brazil is interested in expanding 
trade between the two countries, but in a balanced manner, since last year 
Brazil had a deficit of almost $172 million due to the imports of petroleum. 


The Brazilian interest focused mainly on coal, due to the possibility of 

an opportunity for Brazil to cooperate in the project of exploiting coal 
mines in the PRC southwestern region which includes extraction, transport 
system, development of deposits of nonferrous metals and the use of hydro- 
electric potential. The joint commission will meet again today in Itamaraty. 


Foreign Minister Saraiva Guerreiro officially opened the meeting yesterday. 
He stated that "the very dynamics of our relations, in response to the 
interests of both parties, will cause an expansion of our trade, with some 
equillibrium, toward increasingly higher levels."' He recalled that he will 
make a visit to the PRC this month. "I am confident that the meetings I will 
hold with PRC officials will contribute to opening new prospects for 
cooperation between Brazil and the PRC," he stated. 


The minister added that "Brazil and China believe in dialogue and in coopera- 
tion as effective means for international coexistence. Brazil and the PRC, two 
large continental-size countries, are also aware of the challenges which our 
governments are facing and of the responsibilities they assume for achieving 
better living conditions for their peoples." 


The PRC vice minister of forcvign trade, Lu Xuzhang, recalled that the Chinese 
people are engaged in modernizing their economy and that "they are achieving 
it with great success. Politically, the whole country is well-united and 
stable, Economically, it is on the right track leading te development." He 
also stated that the whole Chinese economy increased last year, and that 
foreign trade (both exports and imports) reached $40 billion. He feels that 
the current meeting of the joint commission of the two countries "will be 
totally successful and will contribute again to the development of economic 
and trade relations.” 


CSO: ( 9: 
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CGUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


IRAQI, UAE VISIT POSTPONED--Taha Muhyi ad-Din Ma'ruf, vice president of Iraq, 
and Rashid ‘Abdallah ‘Ali an-Nu'aymi, foreign minister of the United Arab 
Emirates, stated that they had to postpone their official visits to Brazil 
for reasons of "force majeure." Ma'ruf was supposed to arrive on the 10th 
and an-Nu'‘aymi on the 15th. The media were not informed about the real 
reasons for this postponement but some Itamaraty sources stated that the 
postponement of an-Nu'aymi's visit could be related to the arrangement for 
an OPEC emergency meeting. OPEC is presided over by Mani Ibn Sa'id 
al-'Utaybah, petroleum and mineral wealth minister of the United Arab 
Emirates. The meeting would be held in Abu Dhabi, capital of the United 
Arab Emirates. Itamaraty was also very interested in the visit of the 
Iraqi vice president, who has already been to Brazil. On that occasion 

he supported the opening of an office in Brasilia of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO). [Text] [PY082029 Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO 
PAULO in Portuguese 6 Mar 82 p 5] 


FIGUEIREDO RECEIVES BULGARIAN OFFICIAL--Tomorrow morning President Figueiredo 
will meet at Planalto Palace with 22 members of the Association of Brazilian 
Exporters headed by Setubal Filho. In the afternoon he will meet with 

deputy Ademar de Barros Filho (Sao Paulo Social Democratic Party) and with 
the chairman of Paraiba Social Democratic Party Youth Association [name 
indistinct]. At the end of the afternoon he will meet with the chairman 

[as heard] of the Bulgarian National Agrarian Union and first deputy chairman 
of Bulgaria's State Council Petur Tanchev. [Excerpts] [PY100118 Brasilia 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 2200 GMT 9 Mar 82] 


JOURNALIST TO USSR--Porto Alegre--The chairman of the Journalists Association 
has left for the Soviet Union. (Naur Hagemann) was chosen by the general 
commission of the single trade union to represent Brazil at the meeting of 
the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions. The meeting will take place 
from 15 to 19 March in Moscow and will be <cttended by delegations from 

many countries. [Text] [PY110143 Porto Alegre Radio Guaiba in Portuguese 

2150 GMT 10 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3001/92 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMB IA 


BRIEFS 


AGREEMENT WITH NETHERLANDS--Bogota--[name indistinct], ambassador from 
Netherlands to. our country, National Planning Director (Federico Nieto 
Pastor) and (Enrique Sandoval Garcia), director of the regional autonomous 
corporation for the savannah, yesterday signed an agreement for technical 
assistance in sanitation and hydraulic matters in order to solve the 
problems of Bogota River. The total figure involved in this agreement 

is esimated at $1 million, which will be used to finance personnel, 
equipment and the training of Colombians in the Netherlands. [PA032242 
Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 3 Mar 82 PA] 


CSO: 3010/1041 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


OFFICIAL FAVORS STRONG STEPS AGAINST TERRORISM 
PAO32025 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 26 Feb 82 pp 1A, 8A 
[Article by Edgar Fonseca] 


[Excerpts] Eduardo Aguilar Bloise, director of the Judicial Investigation 
Organization, has warned against a possible increase in terrorist activities 
in this country. 


He said that the fact that the police have dealt blows to the organizations 
that promote these activities in recent months "does not mean the problem 
has been eradicated." 


Aguilar noted that these actions are part of an international Marxist con- 
spiracy and voiced fears of possible attacks and kidnappings in the future. 


He warned that special antiterrorist police should be established and built 
up immediately to contend with the problem. 


He asked also for tight controls on foreigners and for the enactment of 
specific legislation to heavily punish terrorism. 


Aguilar said the situation is serious in answer to a question about recent 
events such as the failed attempt to kidnap Salvadoran Roberto Palomo (on 

29 January in Tres Rios) and the attack against the family of anti-Sandinist 
Commander Fernando Chamorro Rapaccioli. 


The attack against the Chamorro family took place Sunday at the Rohrmoser 
residence in western San Jose. It left three people wounded and substantial 
damages. 


According to Aguilar, all of these actions are part of a Marxist-type inter- 
national conspiracy. "All this is part of a master plan from abroad. There 
is nothing spontaneous in this," he warned. He added that these groups are 


trained and financed abroad to some extent but declined to name the countries 
that are helping them. 


When pressed for an answer as to the sources that support the terrorist 


organizations he said that it comes from similar organizations in Central 
America and the Caribbean. 
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He added that the blows the police have deat in recent months to terrorism 
do not mean it has been stamped out. 


"They simply mean that one of terrorism's many tentacles has been severed," 
he noted. He added, "I think the terrorists will be more cautious after this 
but will not stop their activities unless Costa Rica adopts a stronger 
stand." 


He then asked for the establishment of a strong, special antiterrorist corps, 
strict control of foreigners by the Immigration Office and an adjustment to 
our legislation in an effort to tackle the problem of terrorism. He feels 
that these measures should be adopted immediately. 


Aguilar added that the modus operandi of these groups can be learned by 
establishing a specialized police unit with sufficient equipment and appro- 
priate training. This police unit should be patterned after the Italian and 
Spanish models. 


Regarding the control of foreigners, he feels that “strong measures" must be 


adopted because our country has an open-door policy and has no exhaustive 
controls. 


Concerning the legal aspects, Aguilar argued that our legislation should 
contemplate several types of terrorist crimes which it currently does not 


cover. He also voiced concern over the “enormous danger" the country faces 
by not having appropriate facilities to incarcerate captured terrorists. 


CSO: 3010/1014 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


CARAZO URGES RENEWED EFFORT FOR PROGRESS 
PA242030 San Jose Domestic Service in Spanish 0201 GMT 24 Feb 82 


[Speech by Costa Rican President Rodrigo Carazo Odio; place not given--live 
or recorded] 


[Excerpts] Good evening: No one can live without working and yet at the 
same time, an unjust salary is a cause of poverty. No matter how hard we 
work, if the salary is low, we have guaranteed poverty. In these times, we 
have learned that if we work hard efficiently and responsibly, we will 
improve. However, this can only hold true if we have just salaries. The 
countries that improve their technology advance. So do those which produce 
more with greater efficiency and relatively lower costs. If they produce 
more and export greater quantities, they also progress. However, this is 
true if their products are not subject to a blockade. 


Costa Rica produces coffee, banana, sugar, beef and many other products. 
However, although its technology and production have improved, Costa Rica 
has not obtained a better income. 


The large countries which import coffee give us bad prices and establish 
quotas which prevent us from exporting everything we produce. We are thus 
forced to work longer hours, harder and for less pay. Therefore, we reach 
the extreme that our countries produce more, work more and do not profit. 
However, that is not all. If we want to use more fertilizers to get a 
better yield, we have to pay higher prices for the raw materials purchased 
abroad to make fertilizers. The same happens with everything we import: 
oil, tools, machinery, containers, in other words, everything. Yes, we sell 
cheap and buy at high prices. 


The IMF has asked us to spend less everywhere, no matter what it means for 
our people. Instead of trying to get fair prices for our exports in the 
international market and since we do not have an army or [word indistinct] 
expenses which could result in cuts and thus savings like other nations 
have, we are asked to spend less for schools, hospitals, school cafeterias, 
aqueducts, roads, bridges, health centers and education. In short, we are 
told that in order to receive their aid, we must abide by everything they 
say so that in 1 year and in exchange for what we've done, they will lend us 
$200.5 billion. My government thinks that this is unacceptable. For this 
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reason, we have tried to make the IMF understand the way we are. We have 
asked the IMF to study and understand our people and country so that the 
measures applied in Costa Rica will not cause pain and irreparable damage. 
Therefore, we have waited for the new elections so that the new president 
and government will be the ones to apply the IMF measures. It will be up 

to that government to decide. The respect for democracy and the representa- 
tive system of government is thus compelling us to let the new administra- 
tion decide if it will meet the IMF demands. 


We have endured months and months without any financial aid from abroad. 

The little aid we have received and accepted--because it came in favorable 
condition--has been postponed indefinitely at the legislative assembly. But 
my government rejects any inhuman pressures such as those experienced by 
countries like Chile. 


By the end of 1981, Costa Rica had an unemployment rate of approximately 8.7 
percent. Meanwhile, Chile, which followed the IMF advice had an unemploy- 
ment figure which ranged between 25 and 35 percent. These figures were 
issued by experts. They are not official figures because the official 
figures in that country do not reflect the reality. Therefore, these figures 
were impartially estimated by the experts who know about this problem very 
well. 


This means that Chile has faced the crisis [words indistinct] and the people 
are subjected to economic pressures that can only occur in a country which 
has armed forces of such caliber that the government (?uses repression) to 
keep the people under the economic conditions suggested by the IMF. 


We do not wish to accept conditioned aid. Let us not surrender to external 
pressures. Let us maintain our sovereignty. Let us not give the rich 
nations the opportunity to establish their own conditions without taking 
our views into consideration. We can be friends but not slaves. This is 
the dignified attitude that the country demands. Let nobody be called an 
animal. Only with much work and dignity, as we have behaved, Costa Rica 
can be moved forward. 





Costa Ricans, a new government will start soon. I wish it success and ask 

God to give its leaders the courage needed to face the crisis, to continue 

the change that we began and to struggle with dignity against adversity and 
alien forces. 


The political campaign is over. Now let us work hard, very hard. I shall 
continue to offer my work and effort. I shall continue thinking about Costa 


Rica without stopping in the face of superficial and biased criticism. We 
must all do the same and God will help us. Thank you. 


cso: 3010/1001 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


MONGE TELLS CARAZO TO RETURN VENEZUELAN RIFLES 
PAO50111 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1000 GMT 4 Mar 82 


[Text] Costa Rican President Rodrigo Carazo has sent a letter to President- 
elect Luis Alberto Monge consulting him about the return of weapons to 
Venezuela. Monge replied: Thank you for your consultation regarding the 
return of 500 M-14 rifles that the Venezuelan Government lent your govern- 
ment. I believe the new administration should only receive the weapons 

that belong to the nation. I think the prompt return of the aforementioned 
weapons is advisable. The president-elect's note is dated 2 March 1982. 


The letter that President Carazo had sent to Monge stated: 


In view of the attacks, murders and territorial violations that the 
Nicaraguan Government headed by Anastasio Somoza committed against our 
country--fortunately for the last time--my government requested help from 
Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez. This aid was granted in various 
ways which the press published at that time. One of the forms of aid was 
the loaning of 500 M-14 rifles. My government is morally obligated to 
return those weapons to the Venezuelan Government and it is ready to do so 
unless you indicate to me that you want to maintain them as a loan and that 
you will assume the responsibility of returning them in the future. If you 
so decide I will immediately notify President Luis Herrera Campins whom I 
am sure will have no objection in letting Costa Rica continue having those 
weapons. 


Waiting for your prompt reply, Yours truly, Rodrigo Carazo. 


However, Monge does not want any weapons but ours in the country's arsenals 
when he takes office. 


CSO: 3010/1014 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


AREA COMMERCE COUNCIL ON NEED FOR AID 
PAO11345 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 20 Feb 82 pp 1A, 4A 


[Excerpts] In San Jose yesterday, private enterprise representatives from 
22 nations of the continent requested that all Central American countries 
be given aid, to consolidate democratic systems and to stop the advance of 
subversion and Marxist terrorism. These representatives are members of the 
Inter-American Council of Commerce and Production (IACCP). At the end of 
the conference held over the last 2 days, it was agreed that all area 
governments should undertake political action to support the efforts of 
those who struggle for democracy and individual rights in Certral America. 
They also signed a document called the declaration of San Jose, in which 
they blame the USSR and Cuba for the terrorism and subversion in the region. 
They said that some international pressure groups and news media are also 
responsible for this situation. 


Dr Jose Represas (Mexico), president of this private organization, explained 
that the meeting was held in Costa Rica because Central America is facing a 
period of economic stagnation and extreme violence. 


The IACCP members indicated that the Central American problem is not an iso- 
lated case of a single region of the continent, as Central America is just 
another theater for the conflict between totalitarianism and freedon. 


For this reason, they urged the free businessmen of America to remain vigi- 
lant and to show solidarity with the peoples of Central America who are torn 
apart by "the scourge of Marxist totalitarianism." 


The IACCP also expressed its faith in democracy as a way of life and rejected 
the "obvious attempt to destabilize countries, with the material and techno- 
logical support of countries like the USSR and Cuba, which seek to impose 
repressive regimes at any cost in lives and property, in an effort to subject 
the peoples to the plans of the totalitarian political elite." 


They also agreed to carry out an intensive campaign to explain the real sit- 
uation in Central America, so that the decisionmakers of the world's demo- 
cratic countries and the world public in general will be aware of the truth 
of the tragic events taking place in Central America. 


CSO: 3010/1014 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE HARVEST DECLINE--San Jose, 3 Feb (AFP)--Mario Fernandez, director of 
the Coffee Office, reported here today that the country's coffee harvest for 
1981-1982 suffered a decline of 159,000 60-kg bags in comparison to that of 
1980-1981, which was 2,033,000 bags. [PA032245 Paris AFP in Spanish 

0206 GMT 4 Feb 82] 


IMPROVED TRADE BALANCE--The Costa Rican Government has substantially reduced 
its negative trade balance. The General Statistics and Census Department 
reports that Costa Rica imported in 1979, $1,083,000,000 worth of goods 

from markets outside the area, creating a $400 million trade deficit. In 
1981, imports were reduced to $977 million, with a negative trade balance of 
less than $267 million. [PA280430 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 
28 Feb 82] 


EDEN PASTORA'S WIFE EXPLAINS MOVE--San Jose, 28 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--The where- 
abouts of Eden Pastora, former deputy interior minister of Nicaragua, have 
again aroused concern among Costa Rican political circles after his wife 
Yolanda de Pastora arrived in this capital. The wife of the famous 
"Commander Cero" of the Sandinist Revolution told the local press that her 
husband had ordered her to move to Costa Rica. "I came to Costa Rica on my 
husband's orders. The reasons that he gave me were that the Costa Rican 
people have always loved him and that I can live peacefully here while he 
continues his internationalist struggle," "Commander Cero's" wife said. 
Yolanda de Pastora emphatically denied that her husband is a counterrevolu- 
tionary. "He could never be one because he has dedicated 20 years of his 
life to the revolution." She added that it is ridiculous to link Eden 
Pastora with the counterrevolutionaries and much less with Somozist Guards. 
"My husband is a revolutionary and his struggle is internationalist," she 
iA eal [Text] [PAQ21440 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 1 Mar 82 

pp 1-A, 8-A 


FOREIGN AID EXPECTATIONS--During the coming year Costa Rica expects to 
receive at least $500 million from international organizations. At least 
$200 million in soft loans will be received from the U.S. Government during 
a 3-year period. Some $100 million will be granted immediately by the U.S. 
Government to strengthen the colon. The current crisis is reflected in the 
balance of payments deficit. It is calculated that Costa Rica has a deficit 
of some $200 million in its balance of payments. It was learned today that 
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the 100-day program being prepared by the economic experts of the National 
Liberation Party, to begin in May, includes several corrective measures, many 
of which would be too late if not implemented in the next few days or weeks. 
It was also learned today that the Costa Rican crisis worsens each day. The 
monetary disaster is reaching such a point that the country has lost credi-~ 
bility and credit all over the world. Reliable sources have told us that 
National Liberation economic experts believe that, should the necessary 
measures be taken to improve the economy, international organizations would 
grant Costa Rica some $500 million in aid during this fiscal year, or in 
other words, before September 1983. It is expected that some $100 million 
could become available in May, once the new administration begins, as long as 
public spending is controlled and other similar measures are taken. [Text] 
[PA032030 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 3 Mar 82] 





BEEF EXPORTS--Official sources have disclosed that Costa Rica will export 
about 60 or 70 million pounds of beef during 1982 for an estimated $75- 
million income. The United States continues to be our main buyer. Costa 
Rica will try to find new beef markets in addition to strengthening other 
previously sporadic markets such as Venezuela and some Caribbean countries. 
Costa Rica will probably sell in 1982, 1,000 metric tons of beef to Mexico 
for approximately $2.5 million. The first shipment will be in March. The 
Mexican market has good possibilities. [PA240252 San Jose Radio Reloj in 
Spanish 1730 GMT 22 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/1014 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


RODRIGUEZ ADDRESSES MINREX ASSESSMENT MEETING 
FLO22325 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 2 Mar 82 


[Text] Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of the party's Politburo and vice 
president of the Councils of State and Ministers, made the closing speech 
at the annual assessment meetings for 1981 of the Ministry of Foreign 
Relations [MINREX] held at the Mella Theater in Havana. Isidoro Malmierca, 
member of the party Central Committee and minister of foreign relations, 
read the main assessment report. Mario Machin, secretary general of the 
National Public Administration Workers Union, gave to representatives of 
the political and mass organizations of the MINREX the certificate of pro- 
motion center and the heroes of Moncada flag. 


The vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers analyzed the work 
done by the MINREX during last year and stressed that the comrades who go 
abroad work in one of the most difficult trenches of the revolution. He 
said that modesty and austerity are qualities that should characterize the 
members of our foreign service, as well as those of other agencies who go 
abroad to work. In his speech he said that our foreign policy is the 
essence of the revolution, and for this reason those in charge of imple- 
menting it should be clearly aware of the task they have been entrusted. 
Stressing aspects of Cuban foreign policy, Carlos Rafael Rodriguez said 
that nothing or no one will be able to change its concepts or force us to 
allow others to choose our friends and to point to us the road we must 
follow. He also praised the Mexican foreign policy of trying to save 
democracy in Latin America peacefully and highly praised the speech made by 
President Jose Lopez Portillo in Managua. Furthermore, he criticized the 
fact that President Reagan spoke to the OAS 48 hours afterward and did not 
take into account the important contribution to peace made by the Mexican 
statesman. 


Referring to El Salvador, Carlos Rafael Rodriguez said that what is being 
discussed in that country is not the creation of a socialist society, but 
the freedom which the Revolutionary Democratic Front and the Farabundo Marti 
Front are winning with their arms. He also stressed the importance of the 
tool which the Cuban revolution puts in the hands of the MINREX workers when 
entrusting them with implementing its flexible but also firm foreign policy 
without renouncing any of its principles. 


CSO: 3010/1004 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


MONGOLIAN ENVOY MARKS ANNIVERSARY--On 1 March, the Mongolian people will 
celebrate the 6lst anniversary of the founding of the Mongolian People's 
Revolutionary Party [MPRP] in the city of Kyakhta. The Mongolian ambassador 
to Cuba, Gombosurenguin Dashdavaa, held a press conference here regarding 
the event. He stressed the successes of the Mongolian people in fulfilling 
the accords of the 28th Communist Party Congress. The diplomat also noted 
the progress achieved in the last few years by the Mongolian People's Repub- 
lic in establishing the material and technical basis of socialism. He 
reaffirmed the willingness of the communists and workers of his country to 
stand firmly in support of Cuba's position in the face of Yankee imperialist 
threats. [Text] [FL261411 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 
1157 GMT 26 Feb 82] 


AGREEMENT WITH NIGERIAN DELEGATION--The final document of the talks between 
a delegation of the State of Oyo of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and Cuba 
was signed in Havana today, which constitutes a first step in the develop- 
ment of economic, scientific and technical cooperation between the two 
countries. The document was initialed by Manuel Torres, vice president of 
the State Committee for Economic Cooperation, and (Yayo Oheuni), commissioner 
for culture and natural resources of the Nigerian State of Oyo, and (A. 
Beakande), secretary of the government. The final document of the talks 
expresses the interest of Cuba and the Nigerian State of Oyo in making 
progress in cooperation in the areas of construction, education, agricul- 
ture, public health and others. The visiting delegation held talks with 
officials of several Cuban agencies. [Text] [FL022135 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1906 GMT 2 Mar 82] 


HART MEETS NONALIGNED ENVOYS--Armando Hart Davalos, member of the party 
Politburo and minister of culture, met this morning with the ambassadors of 
the countries belonging to the nonaligned movement accredited in Havana. 
Hart reported on the celebration of a meeting on education and culture of 
high-ranking officials and experts from the nonaligned countries and other 
developing countries which will be held in Havana from 26 to 30 April this 
year. He said that in the past at the meetings held by the movement the 
need to promote cooperation in the areas of education and culture was 
expressed. The sixth summit of the heads of state or government held in 
Havana in 1979 requested that programs and activities be prepared in these 
areas. The meeting on education and culture of high-ranking officials and 
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experts from the nonaligned countries and other developing countries that 
will be held in Havana in April will have an extensive agenda. The agenda 
includes the preparation of a draft action plan in the areas of education 
and culture which will be presented at the next summit of the heads of state 
or government of the nonaligned countries. It also includes coordinating the 
actions of the nonaligned countries with a view to their participation in 
the world conference on cultural policies that will be held under the 
auspices of UNESCO. An exchange of views on the areas of activities of 
UNESCO and other matters are also on the agenda of this important meeting 
which will hold two plenary sessions and have two committees. [Text] 
[FLO22240 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2109 GMT 2 Mar 82] 


HEALTH MINISTER ADDRESSES WORKERS--I invite you to join the contingent of 

men and women who, under Fidel's leadership, will transform Cuba into a 
world superpower in medicine, Dr Sergio del Valle, member of Cuba's Communist 
Party Politburo and minister of public health, stated in a speech before the 
workers of that sector who were holding a meeting to assess the Public 

Health Ministry's accomplishments during 1981. During the meeting, which 

was held at the Camilo Cienfuegos Hall of the Public Health Ministry in 
Havana City, Dr Sergio del Valle also stated that, despite economic restric- 
tions, an effort will be made to provide the equipment to improve health 
centers. The staff will be s’ engthened, the personnel will be trained and 
we will be ready for whatever mission the government and the party may demand 
from our workers. We will be worthy of being Cuban revolutionaries and of 
being led by Fidel, said Sergio del Valle before the more than 700 people 
attending the meeting. [Text] [FL022035 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1700 GMT 2 Mar 82] 


DRAFT CIVIL CODE--Blas Roca Calderio, member of the Politburo and vice presi- 
dent of the Council of State, has reported that the draft civil code is ready 
and will soon be submitted to the people for discussion. In a press confer- 
ence with the members of the committee which wrote the document and of which 
he is chairman, Blas Roca stressed the importance of the code for the coun- 
try's institutionalization process. He said that as of now the old code is 
still in effect. It was written at the end of the last century and does not 
conform with the present situation since a great part of it is inapplicable. 
From now on the draft will be examined by many organizations and once amend- 
ments have been made to it, the committee which wrote the document will 
analyze it again up to 15 April. Then a second version of the document will 
be written between 16 April and 20 May to print it and distribute it to the 
population to consult them. Then it will be given to the National Assembly 
to approve. The new civil code defines the rights and establishes the duties 
which in accordance with the socialist constitution correspond to the citi- 
zens, their organizations and enterprises, and this is protection for state, 


collective or personal property. [Text] [FLO41225 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 4 Mar 82] 


NICARAGUAN MEDICAL DELEGATION--A Nicaraguan medical delegation led by Drs 
(Rene Egarte, Alcides Gonzalez and Milton Valdez), members of Nicaragua's 
Public Health Ministry, has visited the Matanzas Hygiene and Epidemiology 
Center for the purpose of exchanging experiences. The visitors were 
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accompanied by Dr Hector Terry Molinet, vice minister for hygiene and epi- 
demiology {of Cuba's Public Health Ministry]. The visitors were presented 
with a wide range of information regarding the structure and organization 
of the work underway in that important medical area. [Text] [FL031800 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1522 GMT 3 Mar 82] 


FMC, ICAP ACTIVITY--The Federation of Cuban Women [FMC] and the Cuban Insti- 
tute for Friendship With Peoples [ICAP] hosted a reception last night honor- 
ing the wives of accredited foreign diplomats in Havana on the occasion of 
International Women's Day to be celebrated on 8 March. The reception was 
presided over by Vilma Espin, alternate member of the Politburo and president 
of FMC; and Rene Rodriguez, member of the Central Committee and president of 
ICAP. Marking International Women's Day, which this year carries the theme 
of solidarity with the women of Nicaragua, El Salvador and Grenada, the women 
of Guantanamo, Holguin, Pinar del Rio and the special municipality of the 
Isle of Youth, have organized political activities, productive tasks in 
agriculture and beautification of urban and rural areas. [Excerpt] 

[FL031800 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 3 Mar 82] 


GEN ABRAHANTES CDR AWARD--Divisior Gen Jose Abrahantes, member of the party 
Central Committee and first vice minister of MININT [Ministry of the 
Interior], has received the 28 September medal, the highest CDR [Committee 
for Defense of the Revolution] award. The medal was presented by Armando 
Acosta, alternate member of the Politburo and national coordinator of the 
CDR, during the second meeting of the CDR National Directorate which took 
place yesterday at the main offices of the MININT where the work accomplished 
by the CDR in 1981 was reviewed. [Excerpt] [FLO31800 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 3 Mar 82] 


PORT-TRANSPORTATION NETWORK--The country operated more than 6,000 pieces of 
equipment daily during February, a figure which marks a new record for l 
month, said Jorge Risquet, member of the Politburo, as he delivered the 
closing remarks in Las Tunas during an assessment of the work accomplished 
by the port-transportation domestic economy network. He said that Granma 
Province had won first place during the month with delays of 17 percent 
followed by Pinar del Rio with 19 percent and Sancti Spiritus with 49 per- 
cent. He stressed that Havana Province is making a great effort to cut 
delays in loading and unloading of transportation equipment while the east- 
central, north-east and southeast had outstanding results. The party leader 
said that results for the entire country could be described as satisfactory 
but that concern over excessive delay was justified since this should be 
the year of prompt deliveries for the port-transportation domestic economy 
network. [Excerpt] [FLO31800 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 

3 Mar 82] 


COFFEE, FORESTRY PRODUCTION--—Jose Ramon Machado Ventura, member of the 
Politburo, has made a plea to increase the yield of coffee per caballeria 
and to push for the reforestation of the country as a top priority need 
during an assessment of the work accomplished by that sector in 1981 which 
was held at the Santiago municipality of Segundo Frente. Machado Ventura 
stressed the weight that the two branches carry in the economy and emphasized 
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that because their work takes place in rugged, dense and inaccessible areas, 
the willingness and revolutionary conscience of the workers is needed to 
overcome difficulties. [Text] [FL031800 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1100 GMT 3 Mar 82] 


VALDES AT MININT CEREMONY--Commander of the Revolution Ramiro Valdes, member 
of the Politburo and interior minister, has presided over the ceremony at 
which the 1981 Interior Ministry national vanguard awards were presented to 
a group of chiefs, officers, sergeants and soldiers. The MININT [Interior 
Ministry] order which announces the award winners stresses the edmirable 
and extraordinary efforts and the results achieved in 1981 by those who won 
the award. The closing speech at the ceremony was made by Brig Gen Marcos 
Gutierrez Bello, member of the Central Committee and chief of the MININT 
Political Directorate. He stressed the revolutionary line of the award 
winners, whom he said devote all their time to preserving the revolution's 
victories. [Excerpt] [FL261549 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 
26 Feb 82] 


RADIO, TELEVISION FESTIVAL--The Fourth Cuban Radio and Television Festival 
was brought to a close last night. The activity was presided over by Jorge 
Risquet Valdez and Antonio Perez Herrero, permanent and alternate members 

of the Politburo, respectively. Solidarity messages with the people of El 
Salvador and with the ICRT [Cuban Institute of Radio and Television] inter- 
national workers were read during the activity at which awards were presented 
to outstanding radio and television programs. [FL261549 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 25 Feb 82] 


BLAS ROCA AT CELEBRATION--Blas Roca, member of the party Politburo, has 
attended an activity marking the 6th anniversary of the Cuban Constitution 
held at the National Jurists Union's main office. The book "Commentaries 
on the Socialist Constitution" by Fernando Alvarez Tabio, former president 
of the Supreme People's Tribunal, who died in 1979, was presented. The 
closing remarks were made by Dr Nicasio Hernandez who outlined Dr Alvarez 
Tabio's successful political and professional career. [FL261549 Havana 
Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 25 Feb 82] 


PUBLIC HEALTH RESULTS--The meeting to evaluate the 1981 results of the Public 
Health Ministry began this morning at the ministry. Sergio del Valle Jimenez, 
member of the party Politburo and public health minister, along with Hungarian 
Public Health Minister Emil Schultheisz is presiding over the meeting which 

is being attended by more than 600 delegates and guests from all over the 
country. On reading the report evaluating the work dene last year, the 

public health minister stressed that the dengue epidemic in our country had 
been eradicated and added that biological warfare was part of the aggressive 
policy used by imperialism against Cuba during the past few years. Sergio 

del Valle said that as always Cuba had aid from the Soviet people te elimi- 
nate the dengue epidemic. Among some of the important topics discussed by 

the public health minister in his report was the fact that the infant mor- 
tality rate in 1981 was 18.5 deaths per 1,000 children born alive, which is 

an important reduction in comparison with that of 1980 which was 19.6. 
[FL271730 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 27 Feb 82] 
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LOS PRESIDENT'S VISIT--(Henry Duran), president of the International Organi- 
zation for Standardization [10S], is visiting Cuba as part of a tour of 
member countries. The IOS is an agency which specializes in coordinating 
international standards, and has a membership of 90 countries among which is 
Cuba. [FLO21420 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 1 Mar 82] 


MIRET IN SANCTI SPIRITUS--Pedro Miret Prieto, member of the party Politburo 
and Central Committee, has toured several work centers in Sancti Spiritus 
Province to learn about work related to the conservation of resources and 
maximum utilization of local potential. Accompanied by Joaquin Bernal 
Camero, alternate member of the Central Committee and first secretary of the 
party in Sancti Spiritus Province, Pedro Miret held discussions with 
specialists working on a small hydroelectric plant that is to supply power 
to a coffee producing town in Escambray. [Text] [FLO21420 Havana Domestic 
Television Service in Spanish 1328 GMT 2 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3010/1004 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


EL SALVADOR BISHOPS SUPPORT ELECTIONS 


LD251554 Vatican City Radio in English to Central and West Europe 1445 GMT 
25 Feb 82 


[Text] The complete text of the statement issued on 17 February by the 
bishops of El Salvador convened for an emergency meeting to examine the 
situation in the country was made available to Vatican Radio this morning. 


The criterion which guides and illuminates the church, the statement reads, 
is the integral well-being of the people. The majority of the people of El 
Salvador reject both the violence of the left and of the right and the 
abuses and (?elements) in the army and the security forces. We note that 
the conflict which has internal causes has become internationalized to the 
point at which the decisions for its solutions are being taken out of the 
hands of the people of El Salvador. It is a fact that the major powers are 
contributing to the perpetuation of the conflict. 


The communique continues: The present conflict has degenerated into terror- 
ism and has become accentuated at the present time in various areas of the 
country as a result of the action of armed communist groups with a view to 
preventing the forthcoming elections. The mass media at the international 
level have, however, exaggerated and distorted these facts and created a 
false picture of what is happening in the country. 


We believe, the bishops add, that the elections, in spite of the anomalous 
circumstances under which they are being held, are a peaceful means to give 
the majority of the people, who have said "no" to violence, a chance to 
express their will. This may mark the beginning to a solution of the armed 
conflict. 


We repeat, the bishops conclude, that the problem of El Salvador must be 
resolved by the people of El Salvador. 


CSO: 3020/69 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PRIVATE SECTOR PLEASED WITH REAGAN SPEECH 
PA251506 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0201 GMT 25 Feb 82 


[Text] San Salvador, 24 Feb--President Ronald Reagan's speech at the OAS 
today reflects the Salvadoran productive sector's position, the director of 
the National Association of Private Enterprise, ANEP, has told this agency. 
According to Juan Vicente Maldonado, the private sector is pleased with 
Reagan's statement, since the impact of the economic and political aspects 
of his speech will be totally favorable for this sector. 


He said that the creation of a free trade zone between the United States and 
the Central American region will have very important repercussions because 
it will permit the export of manufactured or semimanufactured products to 
the broad U.S. market. 





Maldonado added that by asking Congress to exempt those U.S. investors 
willing to invest in El Salvador from the payment of taxes, “he will be 
providing an incentive for something we need desperately: foreign invest- 
ment and the quality and experience of investors from outside the area." 


He went on to say that El Salvador would be one of the first countries aided 
economically by the United States. This would lead to the creation of new 
jobs and would maintain job sources open. 





According to the ANEP executive director, Reagan's view that economic aid 
should be concentrated in the private sector's hands, since the reactiva- 
tion and dynamics of the area countries’ economies depends on it, is 
vitally important. 


He added that it is important for the United States to obtain the support of 
European and Asian investors, since they would also help to reactivate the 
area's economies. 

"President Reagan's speech clearly contains his well-defined policy toward 


this region, not only politically, but economically and ideologically as 
well,'' Maldonado said in conclusion. 


CSO: 3010/1003 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


PARTY BARRED FROM ELECTIONS--San Salvador, 3 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--The Renewal 
Action Party (PAR) was disqualified from participation in the coming 
Salvadoran elections for a constituent assembly because it arrived 10 
minutes late to register its candidates for deputies. Jorge Bustamante, 
president of the Central Electoral Board, said at a news conference today 
that PAR Secretary Ernesto Oyarbide arrived at the electoral board's office 
"shouting and with great commotion, although he knew that it was 10 minutes 
past midnight and that the law provides that the deadline for registering 
candidates was midnight." Political parties were supposed to present their 
lists of candidates on Friday. The PAR, not having done this, is out of the 
electoral race, because the law states that there will be no postponements 
of the deadline. Ernesto Oyarbide has said that he had not presented his 
party's lists of candidates "because he was not allowed to enter the Central 
Electoral Board office." He added that the electoral board's attitude is boy- 
cotting his party's participation in the coming elections. [Excerpt] 
[PA040317 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2334 GMT 3 Mar 82] 


CCE WARNING ON ILLEGAL PROPAGANDA--San Salvador, 1 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--In a 
communique published in today's newspapers, the Salvadoran Central Electoral 
Council (CCE) warned political parties to avoid in the future "all kinds of 
illegal propaganda harmful to the electoral process." In its communique, 
the CCE explains that it has recently noted that in certain press publica- 
tions and television programs, some political parties contradict provisions 
of the provisional electoral law which regulates the 28 March elections for 
a constituent assembly. The Salvadoran electoral organization says that "it 
has issued a serious, emphatic and threatening warning to the Nationalist 
Republican Alliance (ARENA), the Christian Democratic Party (PDC) and the 
National Conciliation Party (PCN) to avoid all kinds of illegal propaganda 
which violate the principles of diplomatic and international law." It adds 
that instead of expressing their ideological and political viewpoints, 
political parties "have issued denigrating personal attacks and shown dis- 
respect for the principle of extraterritoriality of the embassy of a 
friendly nation." "This council shall remain alert, according to the provi- 
sions of the law itself, in order not to allow abuses, distortions or illegal 
actions under the cover of the emphasis that a political campaign should 


have," the communique states. [Text] [PA020433 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 
1742 GMT 1 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3010/1018 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


PRG REAFFIRMS SUPPORT FOR SALVADORAN GUERRILLAS 
FL042337 Bridgetown CANA in English 2237 GMT 4 Mar 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 4 Mar (CANA)--The People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) of Grenada today reiterated its support for leftist guer- 
rillas in El Salvador now waging a civil war against the U.S.-backed civilian 
military junta. 


The Grenada Government's position was outlined in a statement issued here 
today denying a report carried by THE NEW YORK TIMES and accusing the pro- 
Cuba government here of supplying arms to the guerrillas. 


The statement said that although Grenada had pledged its continued moral, 
political and diplomatic support for the struggling people of El Salvador, 
it had not given "any physical assistance to the freedom fighters in El 
Salvador." 


The Grenada Government described the allegations in THE TIMES made by 
Napoleon Duarte, head of the civilian-military junta in El Salvador, as 
irresponsible and mischievous, and the product of the imagination of a 
desperate man. 


The statement added that Grenada had already made it clear to the world that 


it fully supported the joint Franco-Mexican declaration which has recognised 
the Farabundo Marti Liberation Movement in El Salvador as a representative 
political force. 


"The fact is that Grenada has given and will continue to give moral, polit- 
ical and diplomatic support to the oppressed people of El Salvador," it said. 


The PRG statement said Grenada would not be moved from showing solidarity 
with "the just causes of the guerrillas." 


"This is the extent of Grenada's support and in the fulfillment of its duty, 
no lies or threats would stop Grenada," the statement asserted. 


CSO: 3025/1047 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


MORE FISHING BOATS RECEIVED FROM CUBA 
FLO40045 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 3 Mar 82 


[Text] Four new fishing boats, gifts from the government and people of Cuba, 
were this afternoon presented to the government and people of Grenada. This 
brings to 10 the number of fishing boats Cuba has given to Grenada. RFG 
[Radio Free Grenada] staffer Lou Smith has a report on this afternoon's hand- 
ing over ceremony: 


Fisheries Minister Brother Kendrick Radix who received the boats on behalf of 
the People's Revolutionary Government and the people of Grenada described the 
event as an historic one and an apparent step forward for the Grenada revolu- 
tion. Radix said together with the members of the national fishing fleet we 
are on our way in building the fishing industry here in Grenada, as well as 
the Grenada revolution. The boats, he went on, will also assist in providing 
employment and food for our people, as well as phasing out the last vestiges 
of malnutrition in Grenada. This, Brother Radix went on, is going to be 
accomplished with the international assistance of such countries like Cuba, 
countries that are great friends of Grenada. 


A spokesman for the Cuban Embassy in St Georges described his country as a 
poor one, but that it always fulfilled its promises, and today has seen the 
realization of one such promise, one that shows the true internationalist 
spirit of the Cuban revolution and its people. It is, he emphasized, good to 
be a true revolutionary and [words indistinct]. Like Brother Radix, the 
Cuban official also spoke of the good relations still existing between the 
governments and peoples of Cuba and Grenada. 


During this afternoon's ceremony outside the fire station on the (Carronage), 
it was revealed that fish estimated at more than $155,000 had been caught 
during the past 6 months, and projections are that the amount will exceed 
$300,000 this year. The catch during the last 6 months included 300 pounds 
of lobster, using new techniques as a trial catch. 


Each of the four new boats is 55 feet in length, can remain out at sea for a 
(?period) of 5 days bringing in an estimated catch of 2,000 pounds of fish. 
Sixteen fishermen, eight Grenadians and eight of their Cuban counterparts, 
will work on board the four boats, which is, (?it says), very versatile, 
with the ability to catch all kinds of fish. However, emphasis will be for 
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the time being on bonita fish. Each boat is also equipped with radio 
equipment. In the future graduates from the Grenada Fishery School will 


work on board each of the boats. 


A good crowd of both Cubans and Grenadians witnessed this afternoon's handing 
over ceremony on the (Carronage). 


CSO: 3025/1047 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


SOFT DRINK PLANT RETURNED TO OWNER 
FLO40050 Bridgetown CANA in English 2226 GMT 3 Mar 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 3 Mar (CANA)--The People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) of Grenada has handed back the local Coca-Cola bottling 
plant, which it seized in September 1979, to its operators, W.E. Julien and 
Company Limited. 


According to a statement on the government radio, W.E. Julien resumed manage- 
ment of the bottling plant on Monday following settlement of the long- 
standing dispute between the company and the Commercial and Industrial 
Workers Union (CIWU). 


The Grenada Government assumed the role of management of the factory after 
the company and the union failed to reach agreement on the reinstatement of 
two employees allegedly dismissed for refusing to obey instructions and to 
have threatened the life of the plant manager, Michael Julien, on August 15, 
1979. 


In subsequent negotiations, both the union and the company agreed that an 
arbitration tribunal should investigate the matter, but disputed over compo- 
sition of the tribunal. 


The union which represents the employees at the company approached the then 
minister of labour, Sewlyn Strachan, asking him "to use his good offices to 
help to resolve the dispute." 


Mr Strachan, in a letter to the company, said the public had suffered 
“because of what appears to be the autocratic and arbitrary action of 
management." 


Mr Strachan requested the company to rehire all the workers within two days 
and to pay full wages from the commencement of the dispute "pending the 
report of a committee to be agreed upon by all relevant parties." 


He warned that “on failure to adhere to the above request, the government 


would be forced to take the necessary steps to ensure that production 
returns to its normal level." 
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The company refused to comply with the request and two policemen reportedly 
approached the plant's managing director Sandy Taylor with an authorization 
from the minister of labour to the police commissioner to collect the keys 

of the bottling plant. 


The keys were handed over and the plant which has been in operation here 
since November 1960 was immediately reopened. 


Today's government statement said that when the company was seized, the 
government established a separate account for the bottling plant and that 
all the funds accumulated were handed over to W.E. Julien. 


It aiso said the government has granted the company duty-free concessions to 
purchase equipment required for the expansion of the plant. 


"This was in response to a request from the company that it is willing to 
expand its present capacity to meet the country's demands for soft drinks," 
the statement added. 


CSO: 3025/1047 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 





CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LEADER PROPOSES POLITICAL DIALOGUE 


PA250450 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish 0130 GMT 
24 Feb 82 


[Statement by Guatemalan Christian Democratic Party Secretary General 
Vinicio Cerezo Arevalo; date and place not given--recorded] 


[Text] We have not suggested holding talks only with the guerrilla groups; 
we have suggested a dialogue with all the political sectors in the country 
and the creation of conditions so that all these sectors can participate 
in political activities with freedom and guarantees. 


We realize that some guerrilla groups without a political platform will 
have to be given some security so they can legally participate in the 
process. We believe that many of those who are fighting militarily are 
doing so since there are no political conditions for them to participate 

in the open because of the repression and intolerance that exists. This is 
one of the problems of political security. Therefore, what we are trying 
to do here in Guatemala is create legal and safe political conditions so 
that no one can feel justified using the arms in defense of their political 
ideologies and so they can participate within the law because they have the 
security and protection of the state. [end recording] 


CSO: 3010/1001 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


SANDOVAL ACCUSES MEXICO OF GUERRILLA AID--Today, Mario Sandoval Alarcon, 
presidential candidate for the National Liberation Movement, MLN, accused 
Mexico of giving logistic support to the Guatemalan guerrillas. Sandoval 
Alarcon said that subversion becomes invincible in the country with this 
kind of support. The MLN leader made this statement to foreign press 
correspondents who have come to Guatemala to cover next Sunday's elections. 
The MLN candidate said that the Guatemalan guerrillas are receiving dyna- 
mite, ammunition, supplies, medicines and food from Mexico. Sandoval 
Alarcon reiterated that Mexico is the sanctuary for the Guatemalan guer- 
rillas. The MLN leader recalled that some time ago he had said that Guatemala 
had separated from a loving mother--Spain--but that it would not adopt 
Mexico as its stepmother as the Mexican neighbors would wish. [Text] 
[PA032020 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish 1400 GMT 

2 Mar 82] 


EGP DENIES MASSACRE CHARGES--Yesterday the Poor People's Guerrilla Army (EGP) 
delivered to the media and foreign correspondents a document in which it 
denies government charges that the guerrillas are responsible for the killing 
of 51 Indians in Macalbaj, Uspatan in Quiche Department. The EGP claims that 
"the government forces are responsible for the massacre of civilians, which 
is part of the counterinsurgency operation they are conducting in the depart- 
ment of Quiche." The EGP also said that the government forces have carried 
out similar massacres in San Juan, Nebaj, Cotzal and other places. "A few 
months ago, security forces annihilated communities in Chalatenango, 
Sacatepequez, Solola and southern Quiche." [Text] [PA260016 Guatemala City 
PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 19 Feb 82 p 4] 


CSO: 3010/1018 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


REPORTAGE ON BAN ON IMPORT GOODS 
Some Consumer Goods Banned 
FLO21520 Bridgetown CANA in English 1410 GMT 2 Mar 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 2 Mar (CANA)--Guyana, which is facing a severe 
foreign exchange shortage, has announced a ban on imports of cooking oil, 
split peas and cheese as well as the beverages, Ovaltine and milo. 


In a front page story today, the government-owned CHRONICLE newspaper quoted 
Trade Minister Frank Hope as saying that he was aware that there were no 
close substitutes for some of the banned items, but insisted the latest move 
was "necessary in context of our foreign exchange situation." 


He said the domestic edible oil demand should be met by the local industry, 
although oil already on order from overseas would be allowed to come in. 


The minister expressed confidence in the ability of Guyanese entrepreneurs 


to rise to the situation by coming up with locally produced substitutes to 
fill the gap in supply. 


Mr Hope said that notwithstanding substantial tax benefits to manufacturing 
and other export-oriented industries, private investors in Guyana remained 
overcautious and somewhat skeptical of government's intention. 


"We know manufacturers are having problems due to the foreign exchange 
Situation, but the government does help them in various ways, including the 
establishment of lines of credit,"’ the minister added. 


The minister said that those who had shown greater confidence found they were 
able to generate fair profits from their investments, since there were lucra- 
tive markets for Guyana products in the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) region 
as well as in the developed countries. 


He called on consumers to adjust their tastes in the interest of national 


economic survival and was confident that they would be able to produce the 
initiatives and creativity needed in the present circumstances. 
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Official Position Explained 
FLO31657 Bridgetown CANA in English 1430 GMT 3 Mar 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 3 Mar (CANA)--The government has explained it 
has not clamped an outright ban on the importation of split peas, cheese, 
milo, Ovaltine and cooking oil, and was only excluding them for the time 
being. 


The Ministry of Trade said: "The government has decided to halt the importa- 
tion of these items and this is necessary in the context of the foreign 
exchange situation." 


"Such restriction could be done through such administrative actions as circu- 
lars to government corporations and ceasing the issue of the relevant 
licences." 


The ministry explained that banning has a different reason. "If we ban 
cheese, for example, it would mean that a person entering the country with 
even an ounce of the commodity would be committing an offence." 


The statement said that while the ministry was not in a position to antici- 
pate future cabinet decisions, it wished to point out that such a decision 
had not been arrived at. 


It was explained that while imported cheese, for example, could not be 
replaced at present, farmers and gardeners alike had the capacity to pro- 


duce a variety of alternative peas, and that any future decision on these 
items was likely to take that distinction into account. 


CSO: 3025/1046 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


PAZ BARNICA ‘UNAWARE’ OF BORDER PATROL PROPOSAL 
PA241812 Tegucigalpa EL HERALDO in Spanish 23 Feb 82 p 7 


[Text] Honduran Foreign Secretary Edgardo Paz Barnica said yesterday after- 
noon that he was unaware of a Nicaraguan proposal to establish a joint mili- 
tary patrol on the common border, in order to avoid the presence of armed 
men opposed to the two governments. 


However, he said that the Honduran Government supports the proposals of 
Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo to struggle for peace, justice and 
liberty "whether at the national, regional or universal level." 


The foreign secretary maintained that he will meet with Miguel D'Escoto, 
his Nicaraguan counterpart, “if the circumstances require it, although there 
is nothing planned so far." 


He said that since 27 January, when Paz Barnica was sworn in, he has had no 
communication with the Nicaraguan foreign minister whose government has 
presented no statement or complaint. He added that the two governments 
"maintain very friendly relations." : 


The policy of the Honduran Government regarding Nicaragua is the same as 
that maintained with the other countries with which Honduras has relations, 
he said. 


Paz Barnica said that the norm that has been established in relations with 
other countries is that of maintaining "an unrestricted respect for and 
vigilance of the principles of international law such as nonintervention 
and respect for the self-determination of the peoples." 


Regarding accusations concerning the bomb explosion at Augusto Cesar Sandino 
International Airport on Saturday killing three people and which were 
allegedly carried in a Sahsa, the Honduran airline, plane Paz Barnica said: 
"I only read the news in the newspaper." 


According to the foreign secretary, the Honduran Government is interested in 
"solving any international problem or conflict which could come up" but so 
far, the Nicaraguan Government has not officially presented a protest note 
on this or any other matter. 


cso: 3010/1002 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


FOREIGN SECRETARY PRAISES REAGAN, LOPEZ PORTILLO 
PAO31800 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 1 Mar 82 p 4A 


{Text] Foreign Secretary Edgardo Paz Barnica has described the economic and 
social aid plan proposed by President Ronald Reagan as very positive, but at 
the same time reiterated his support to the proposals for peace and justice 
formulated by Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo in Managua. 


Paz Barnica granted an exclusive interview to TIEMPO after returning from 
Costa Rica, where he discussed matters of common interest with President 
Rodrigo Carazo Odio and Foreign Minister Bernd Niehaus. 


He also took this opportunity to analyze the convulsive regional situation 
with President-elect Luis Alberto Monge, future Foreign Minister Fernando 
Volio and with [ex-President] Daniel Oduber Quiroz, among others. 


Costa Rica always leaves a favorable impression because of its democratic, 
stable and exemplary institutions, he said. 


Ronald Reagan's aid plan was discussed in broad outlines in these "frank 
talks.'' The plan is “beneficial toward strengthening democracy and 
reiterating our conscious dedication to the principles of peace and non- 
intervention," Paz Barnica said. 


"As President Roberto Suazo Cordova stated in his letter to the U.S. Presi- 
dent, Reagan's proposal is an encouraging and necessary effort; but it is 
also necessary to find efficient, reasonable and proportional mechanism 
because the solution to economic problems is necessary in order to strengthen 
democratic regimes," he added. 


Foreign Secretary Paz Barnica also stressed that Lopez Portillo's statements 
are worthy of respect, as he is a very prestigious leader. 


He spoke in Managua about the struggle for peace, justice, and self- 
determination. Paz Barnica added that the Honduran Government also believes 
in these postulates because the struggle for mutual respect is and should 
always be the policy of every government, especially in Central America, 
which is an international trouble spot. 
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He said at the end of the interview that President Suazo Cordova had been 
invited to attend a ceremony to inaugurate a Mexican-Venezuelan Association 
in Costa Rica but had apologized because he could not attend. Nevertheless, 


"we are aware that any meeting at any level is an appropriate way to channel 
the dialogue." 


CSO: 3010/1016 





COUN: Y SECTION HONDURAS 


NAVAL FORCE CHIEF SAYS NO EVIDENCE OF ARMS SMUGGLING IN GULF 
PA030402 Tegucigalpa EL HERALDO in Spanish 2 Mar 82 p 4 
[Text] The chief of the naval force in Amapala has stated: 


No U.S. ship has been seen in Honduran waters. There is no evidence of an 
alleged shipment of weapons through the Gulf of Fonseca. 


Amapala--"'The problem on this island is being exaggerated by the allega- 
tions being made against the naval force; it is deplorable that college- 
educated people are lending themselves to directing the campaign to denigrate 
the youngest unit of the armed forces,'' Capt Hernan Ramirez Lanza has said. 


"The campaign,"’ he said, "has degenerated into insults and not into con- 
structive demands; the naval force commander, in a meeting we held with 
the Committee of People of Amapala, said that we were willing to hold a 
dialogue and that the state would buy the installations we have on this 
island and would give us new land. We can leave the city but not the 
island, which is the gateway to the Gulf of Fonseca." 


"However," Ramirez Lanza added, "we are the ones who circulate the money 
on this island and if we leave the small businesses will go bankcupt." 


As for the presence of foreign ships in territorial waters, taking weapons 
to communist guerrillas, the officer said that "during the constant patrols 
we have carried out in the gulf we have never seen vessels belonging to the 
United States or to any other country except for the traditional vessels of 
Nicaragua, El Salvador and Honduras, which patrol these waters separately." 


"We are constantly working so that the country will not be used as a bridge 
for the shipment of weapons," he stressed, "but so far we have no evidence 
of any arms contrabanding." 


CSO: 3010/1016 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


TEXACO SETS PRICE FOR PUERTO CORTEZ INSTALLATION 


PAO21215 Tegucigalpa Televisora Hondurena in Spanish 0230 GMT 26 Feb 82 
(tentative) 


[Text] The Texaco refinery could make the biggest deal in its history. 
It oftered today to the government its Puerto Cortez installations for 46 
million lempiras. The workers support the proposal. 


The president has not yet responded. The problem is not one for improvisa- 
tions and he knows it. 


Members of the board of directors of the refinery's labor union (?met) with 
the president this afternoon. They said that they are prepared to continue 
operating the enterprise if the government decides to buy it or to expro- 
priate it and that the refineries are in excellent condition. 


(Roberto Saldivar), president of the labor union, said that the purchase is 
a good deal for the government. The refinery costs 46 million lempiras. 


[Begin (Saldivar) recording] (?We should buy) the refinery because it earns 
good profits. I can tell you that the work force there is Honduran. [Words 
indistinct] Honduran. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, (Eduardo Rojas), secretary of the labor union, has said that the 
president, after being told the alternatives, is interested in solving the 
situation. [Begin (Rojas) recording] We presented several alternatives. 
One is the purchase of the refinery. The other is to be in contact with us. 
[sentence as heard] We are Hondurans. A highly skilled labor force. And 
we know well how the refinery functions. [words indistinct] so much for 
profit and so much for [words indistinct]. We know if it is needed or not 
and we will report to the government and to the people of Honduras. [end 
recording] 


CSO: 3010/1016 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


TRADE PACT WITH NICARAGUA EXTENDED-~—Honduran and Nicaraguan authorities have 
decided to extend their trade agreement another year so that they can make 
the necessary studies to adjust the treaty to the economic conditions of the 
two countries. During that year, Honduras and Nicaragua will study the 
bases of the existing treaty to determine if changes are necessary. They 
will also analyze the problems that have appeared in the trade exchange. 

The Honduran and Nicaraguan economy ministers will appoint work commissions 
which will meet periodically in order to reach a final agreement before the 
end of the year. The 1981 trade balance with Nicaragua favored Honduras by 
some 12 million lempiras. It is expected that these benefits will increase 
substantially in 1982. Honduran authorities hope that the Central American 
situation will improve and that we will have an economic recovery that will 
permit an increase in exports. [Text] [PA021700 Tegucigalpa EL HERALDO in 
Spanish 1 Mar 82 p 6] 


MISKITO REFUGEES INCREASE--The mass exodus of Nicaraguan Miskitos has 
increased the refugee population. The Nicaraguan Miskitos currently in 
Honduras are eating over 50 tons of food weekly. The number of Nicaraguan 
Miskito refugees in Honduras may reach 10,000 this month, bearing in mind 
that those in Mocoron alone total over 6,000, said Abraham Garcia Turcios, 
coordinator of the National Commission for Refugees. He reported also that 
the number of Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees has not increased in the 
last few days because the fighting between the guerrillas and the army in 
each of the two countries is currently taking place in their central regions 
far from the borders. Garcia Turcios said that the refugee commission is 
drafting its bylaws under instructions from President Roberto Suazo Cordova 


in order to establish the guidelines of the policy on refugees. [Excerpts] 
[PA041936 Tegucigalpa EL HERALDO in Spanish 3 Mar 82 p 3] 


CSO: 3010/1016 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT HOTEL INTERESTS--An agreement has been reached between National 
Hotel and Properties Limited and the Sheraton chain hotels for fixing [words 
indistinct] beach hotel. It is understood that the Sheraton will assume 
management responsibility for the hotel on 17 March. According to informa- 
tion the hotel will be known as the Sheraton Ocho Rios. The information to 
RJR News is that about 40 percent of the existing board (?o0f tourism) will 
be made redundant over a protracted period. This is the sixth government 
owned and operated hotel that has been divested under the government's pro- 
gram to divest hotels and other public companies. [Excerpt] [FL041936 
Kingston Domestic Service in English 1100 GMT 4 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3025/1047 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


NEW CANADIAN AMBASSADOR--Ottawa, 23 Feb (NOTIMEX)--The Canadian External 
Affairs Ministry has named 56-year old J. Russel McKinney as the new 
ambassador to Mexico to replace Claude Charland. [Excerpt] [FL241723 
Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 2348 GMT 23 Feb 82 FL] 


CSO: 3010/1039 








COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BORGE VIEWS INTERVENTIONIST ATTEMPTS, RIGHT WING 
PAO22149 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 2 Mar 82 


[Text] The rightwing groups in Nicaragua still live in prehistoric times; I 
am sometimes surprised by their naivete, Commander of the Revolution Tomas 
Borge told a Dominican Republic newspaper. Interior Minister Tomas Borge 
stressed the people's participation in the revolution's armed institutions, 
the armed forces and the Sandinist people's militia. He said that they are 
preparing to repel any kind:of aggression against Nicaragua. That is why, 
he stressed, the development of the Nicaraguan people's forces will prevent 
the victory of any interventionist attempt. 


Nicaragua is not the Dominican Republic of 1965, when imperialism intervened. 
The enemies will be unable to interrupt our revolutionary process, Borge 
said. 


During the interview, Commander Borge analyzed the political behavior of the 
Nicaraguan rightwing organizations, indicating that the revolution is 
civilizing them. When I speak with them I am surprised by the naivete of 
their arguments, which shows their backwardness and small-mindedness. In 
other countries, such as Venezuela, the rightists are civilized. In 
Nicaragua, they are still living in the times of the cavemen. Perhaps it 

is admirable that we are patient in the face of the reaction of those who 
want to turn the revolutionary process back, Borge said. He added that on 
occasion he tells the leaders of the Nicaraguan rightwing that the Sandinists 
have built them a raft so that they can survive in the revolutionary sea of 
free Nicaragua. 


CSO: 3010/1019 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


PEACE COMMITTEE ON 'SAFE PASS 82' MANEUVERS 
PAO32211 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 3 Mar 82 


[Text] The Nicaraguan Peace Committee, CONIPAZ, concerned over the increase 
of U.S. imperialist efforts to stop the advance of our revolution and moved 
by its own desire to guarantee peace in the Central American area and in the 
Latin American continent, strongly denounced the "Safe Pass 82" manuever, 
which is to be conducted in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, as an act 
of provocation that is damaging to the ideals of peace professed by the 
world's peoples. 


The presence of NATO naval units, 30 U.S. ships and 80 planes, along with 
the U.S. Permanent Action Group, at a time when the Central American and 
Caribbean area is undergoing political and social tension, increased by U.S. 
intervention, must be rejected by all forces and democratic sectors through- 
out the world. 


"Safe Pass 82" was preceded by Reagan's crazy and warmongering speech and 

by the "Kindle Liberty" military maneuvers in the Panama Canal Zone. [as 
heard] These actions may be interpreted as preparation of the Southern 
Command bases for use as a springboard in future intervention in Fl Salvador, 
Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua. 


With the authority vested in us by the people of Sandino and ratified by the 
sacrifice of our heroes and martyrs, CONIPAZ calls on all of our people and 
all peace-loving peoples to reject, in every way possible, the aggressive 
position of Reagan's foreign policy, to support the revolutions of Cuba and 
Grenada, to affirm the just cause of the Salvadoran people and to increase 
our defense capability for the consolidation of our revolution. 


cso: 3010/1019 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


RELIGIOUS GROUP CRITICIZES BISHOPS' COMMUNIQUE 
PAO30428 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 26 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] In view of the serious accusations issued by the Nicaraguan Episcopal 
Conference in its 18 February communique; and bearing in mind our love for 
and our duty to the church itself, we feel it our duty to state the follow- 
ing: 


Above all else, we are saddened by this lack of truth and justice, because 
the bishops’ accusations are not based on objective investigation. They 
pretend to ignore the causes that led to the transfer of our brothers to 
new settlements: the bands of former Somozist guardsmen who have killed 
several dozen innocent people; and the torture, rape and looting that these 
bands inflict on entire families. 


We regret the publication of this communique and sorrowfully point out its 
negative consequences. It is inopportune and improper, especially in such 
a crucial moment in Nicaragua's history. Besides, its wording is slanted 
and, finally, it is a source of scandal and division in the religious com- 
munity, instead of being a message of hope. 


A Very Bad Moment 


We know that there is a permanent channel of communication between the 
Episcopal Conference and the government junta and that the junta had invited 
our bishops to visit the settlements (they did not go). Therefore, we were 
greatly surprised that the bishops broke the agreement they had reached with 
top government leaders and issued this communique on such a delicate matter. 
They have broken the agreement to hold direct dialogue, now that President 
Reagan is getting ready to accuse Nicaragua in international forums. In this 
way our bishops are being used by the enemies of Nicaragua, because the 
Episcopal Conference's accusations can now be added to the lies broadcast 

by the counterrevolution'’s radio station in Honduras. 


If they were really interested in Nicaragua and in the brothers whom they 
claim to be defending, the bishops should have expressed their concern to 


the proper authorities. That would have been the most evangelical, con- 
structive and patriotic thing to do. 
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Just how real is the Nicaraguan bishops' avowed concern over the use of faith 
"as an instrument"? If the words of Jesus also apply to our bishops, they 
would do well in explaining to our people the quotation about "for where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also." 


Church-State Relations 


The Nicaraguan bishops have used slanted language, because labeling the 
murderers of our people, yesterday's mass-killers, as "political opponents" 
is an offense to the memory of the innocent victims. They are belittling 
the foiled plot against the refinery and the cement plant. They are belit- 
tling Nicaragua's future. When they compare an alleged situation with "the 
drama being experienced by our sister countries," it is like accusing our 
civil and military authorities of the serious sin of genocide. It is lack 
of respect for our leaders. When they incite our Miskito, Sumo and Ladino 
brothers to adopt an attitude in defense of Christian faith and hope, 
although they are not under attack, they are doubting the honesty of the 
FSLN, which has publicly committed itself to preserving freedom of worship. 


The bishops’ communique is therefore completely political and falls into the 
area of confrontations. The Episcopal Conference of Nicaragua has become a 
political force and its initiative has complicated church-state relations. 

We only hope that this serious incident is not the first step toward a direct 
confrontation, in which the only loser would be /the Nicaraguan people/ [in 
boldface]. 


Clerical Communion 


Finally, we believe that the bishops’ communique has served to disrupt church 
harmony and to impede unity among Christians. The future of our faith, the 
faith of our children, is at stake. What will become of the church in 
Nicaragua a few years from now if the bishops in our country are sowing 
despair today? 





We sincerely believe that it would be inhuman for our brothers on the 
Atlantic coast to continue at the mercy of the armed bands, hurricanes and 
floods. We sincerely believe that despite its painful aspects and the 
generous efforts shared by the brothers of the Pacific and Atlantic coasts, 
God's will has manifested itself in a new exodus, for the good of the meek 
and hungry. And as in the exodus, this liberating action will turn into hope 
and a challenge to believers. We say hope because it will give us the 
opportunity to face hope with a new reality, in a new land, which was chosen 
with love and after careful study. We say that it is a challenge because 
the evangelization of peoples and individuals cannot be limited to mere 
"visits"; it must be conducted with solidarity and love. 


We must stop and think and realize that the transfer of our brothers was not 


due to "military" reasons. In today's Nicaragua the military supports life 
and not death. The military are now engaged in protection and defense of 
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life. To protect life with Nicaragua's military apparatus is a humanitarian 
act. 


Managua, 23 February 1982, National Secretariat "Christians in the Revolu- 
tion" 


[Signed] Pina G. de Vigil; Manuel A. Sanchez Sanders; Milagors L. de 
Chavarria; Eduardo J. Cortes; Gioconda de Salgado 


cso: 3010/1019 





59 








COUNTRY SECTION 


NICARAGUA 


SPEECH GIVEN BY JGRN'S SERGIO RAMIREZ IN CUBA 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 7 Feb 82 p 6 


[Text] Speech given by Nicaraguan intellectual Sergio Ramirez, 
member of the Junta ot the Government of National Recon- 
struction, at the ceremony to present the members of 

the jury of the 1982 Casa de las Americas Prize at the 
institution's headquarters on January 22, 1982. 


MY FIRST visit to Havana and to Casa de 
las Américas was in 1978, as a member of 
the jury. Those were Januarv days when the 
flame of the people’s insurrection was begin- 
— to burn in Nicaragua following the 
October attack on the army garrisons, after Pedro 
Joaguin-{Chamorro] was murdered ard Monimbé staged 
its first uprising. That was also my first and unforget- 
table meeting. with Haydée Santamaria. And my 
reason for mentioning my arrival in Cuba for the first 
time is to recall Haydée and pay tribute to her memory 
on behalf of my people end of our writers and artists, 
to recall that at that time we were waging a war that 
would lead to victory and would give us the opportunity 
to start building a new country, a new society, a new 
culture. And that is the new country from where today 
I come to speak to you as an intellectual and writer 
who has laid aside his professional tools to devote his 
efforts to the task of reconstruction. 


The Revolution has been the most important cultural 
event in the history of our country, not only because 
our people wove a whole network of plans with 
imagination and creativity, devised new forms of war- 
fare and struggle, drew on their best traditions and 
developed new and novel methods of mobilization and 
Organization that led to victory, but also because their 
poets, musicians, —- took their places in the 
trenches and attacked the enemy’s strongholds. The 
constant participation by intellectuals and artists in the 
political consolidation uf our vanguard is seen from the 
very beginning, from Fernando Gordillo, with whom in 
1960 we founded the Ventana Front, the first literary 
movement to identify itself with the historical possibility 
of the Revolution, then in its embryonic stage; Leonel 
Rugama, a poet who ten years later died a hero’s death 
in the underground struggle at the age of 20; to Ricar- 
do Morales Avilés, a man concerned with —— 

¢ 





the role of culture in the revolutionary context an 
who also was killed in action in 1973. As it 

* more and more evident that the Sandinista Front was 
the only historical alternative to overthrow the dicta- 
torship, defeat imperialism, represent the nation and 
lead? the process of social change that inevitably implied 
armed struggle, the nore cur intellectuals closed ranks 
with the Revolution, with the insurrection, with the 
people’s struggle. 1 <an't tell you how much the 
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Revolution owes to the songs of Carlos Mejia Godoy, 
thac aroused a collective feeling among the people and 
matured it for the struggle with their themes sand 
chords drawn from our deepest roots; or the poems of 
Ernesto Cardenal that became so popular among thou- 


sands of fighters. All I can say is that the Revolution 


is deeply indebted to them. Nor is it strange that 
Sandinista leaders wrote pcems in prison or that such 
sensitivity for poetry and literature is now present in 
governmental offices in the persons of Daniel [Ortega] 
and Tomas [Bor *) for example. It is not by accident 
= we. inherited from a oe ps » Sandino = 
the poetic sensitivity. and the political sensitivity that 
in the end and in , i context of a Revolution that led 
dignity and imagination to power, are but the same 
historical sensitivity of our poor people who are proud 
of their nationality. — ” : 


As a country under domination for many years, as 
a country occupied militarily twice in this century, as 
a country. in which a tyrennical regime was imposed 
and devoted itself to constant expropriation our 
nationality, we now respond from «a political stand 
when we speak of the consolidation of. our national 
culture, because the Revolution is trying to affirm that 
nationality cornered for so many decades by the will of 
imperialist domination; a nationality ‘that only a 
historically stronger ‘and more just will could rescue. 
When we speak of culture we look to our national 
roots, now visible to all; we look to our tradition of 
people’s struggle, to our cultural tradition, so 
often buried or falsified? This ‘is why we oppose 
Sandino and Darfo, as,fundamental factors of our 
culture and our nation, to the interests of foreign 
domination, because we cunnot explain either nation 
or culture outside the context of the asnti-imperialist 
struggle that Nicaragua has been waging throughout 
this century. 


This is why we Nicaraguans are so interested in the 
question of nationality, and the mote the Revolution 
and the nation are attacked or threatened by impe- 
rialism, the more we will rely on the cultural spd 
militant tradition embodied in Dario and Sandino, a 
tradition of linguistic creativity, sensitivity, awareness 
and firmness that, accompanied by tite txample of 
revolutionary war and the experiences of these hard and 
beautiful years spent in building a new society,. enable 
us to present Dario and Sandino as universal: values of 
Latin America and the Nicaraguan Revolution as a 
universal value of Latin America. 
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1 was saying that the Sandinista process of struggle 
was an event of cultural creation that in ideological 
terms stems from the anti-imperialist affirmation of our 
rationality from which it draws its popular content, for 
the defense of our nationality has been a question, of 
class struggle clearly cemcnstrated throughout history 
and is now being repeuted in the form of attacks and 
challenges huried at the Revolution. The Revolution 
continues to be an event of cultural creativity every 
day, the same way the underground preparations for 
many years’ were, the same way the struggle in the 
mountains was, and later on the creative forms of 
people’s insurrection, all the way from the manufacture 
of contact bombs and other war matériel to the form 


of organizing a yovernment capable of resisting im- . 


perialism’s schemes and wrath. 


For these reasons and because the future has many 
other revolutions in store for Latin America, we ere 
obliged to be creative, not only in ways to support the 
Revolution politically and help it move forward but also 
in our approach to the development of culture and 
cultural policy as a matter closely related to the 
very essence of our country, of the nation and 
of the Revolution. We neither have nor are developing 
an abstract culture, a gratuitous culture. We view the 
problem of culture on the basis of a tradition of strug- 
gle and from the standpoint of its defense and constant 
enrichment. We want to gear culture, in the most 
effective way possible, towards two main directions: 
the constant multiplication of the people’s opportunities 
to assimilate and repfoduce forms of expression and 
sensitivity, and the opening of: ever greater opportuni- 


ties for individual artists. 


A REVOLUTION AS YOUNG AS OURS HAS ° 
MANY ROADS OPENED TO [IT AND INFINITE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO ACT AND TO CREATE 


It's not @ — of a cultural model or even of a 
formal line of cultural creution. A revolution as young 
as ours has many rogds open to it and infinite op- 
Dortunities to act and to create.- Thanks to the’ fact 
that the progess of revolutionary struggle had a -nass 


character — all the people were involved in the insur- 
rectional struggle in one way or another — that pos- 
sibility for constant mobilization continues to exist. It’s 
not by accident that barely a year after the triumph 
of the Revolution we had completed an amazing literacy 
crusade, another cultural event of a mass character 
involving almost 100000 scung people and teenagers 
as teachers, which cut down the illiteracy rate from 
53 percent to 12 percent. It was a miracle of organiza- 
tion, dedication, determinstion, sacrifice and daring, 
like the military struggle. 


_Qur country now has poetry workshops in the [acto 
ries, schools, police = military bases, peasant 
communities and neighborhoods in the cities. This is not 
so much a way to mass-produce poets but to disseminate 
new sensitivity, to provide the ple with the means 
for expression and creative freedom. There are theater 
groups in even the most isolated communities, and 
dance groups and music groups are springing up every- 
where. We are confronting a mass enomenon in 
culture that serves to reaffirm the pepuler character of 
the Revolution, which has made for a series of creative 
Opportunities that in the past were repressed or de- 
pressed. Our idea is to take advantage of this awakening 
and create the conditions for its development within 
Our country’s serious «conomic limitations; which will 
take a long while to overcome. Therefore, what we 
have in mind is a political rather than a bureaucratic 
solution to the mass phenomenon of culture, and this 
is why the popular councils of culture in departments 


and municipalities are beginning to put into effect this 
democratic solution along with the opening of houses 
of culture and rural libraries, as a complement to the 
ple’s education, which is a continuation of the 
ational Literacy Crusade. 


-I was saying that the Revolution brought together 
intellectuals and artists throughout the country. We 
could mention the exceptions but they're only a hand- 
ful, practically none. There was a political — we could 
almost say historical — will represented in the intel- 
lectuals’ presence on the side of the Sandinista Front. 
Hence the reason for our viewi with special care 
the matter of cultural rolicy or the line on cultural 
and artistic creation. 


Nicaragua is a — with little tradition in individ- 
ual cultural creation. Given the real conditions thai 
characterized the development of society, that tradition 
is found only in poetry end very rdrely in painting or 
writing — to say nothing of music, where it was 
practically nonexistent. The national bourgeoisie never 
managed to consolidate its own line of creative culture. 
In fact, in our recent history the most important intel- 
lectuals emerged in contradiction with the bourgeoisie 
or challenging imperialism or the dictatorship, as in 
the case of Salomdén de la Selva and Manolo Cuadra. 


Therefore, to speak about introducing a cultural 
model or a ‘formal linc for the future of individual 
creation in literature or in practice would be an un- 
acceptable risk or els? an aberration of catastrophic 
consequences. In the same way that from the persp< ‘tive 
of popular cultural dissemination and creation the pos- 
sibilities are many and are just beginning to open up, 
from the perspective of individual creation the pos- 
sibilities’ are also many. The cultural model of the 
Nicaraguan Revolution will be the result of historic 
practice, of an experience that the Revolution itself is 
beginning to give shape to and encourage. The Revolu- 
tion’s most serious and decisive responsibility is that 
of guaranteeing free access and open option to all forms, 
guaranteeing access to national tradition and lending 
prestige and force to that tradition. At the same time 
it must guarantee access to universal culture and con- 
ear a communication with cultural forms in the 
world, because we think that the worse thing that cen 
happen to the creative potential of a small and poor 
country like ours is to arrive late at what is contem- 
porary, thys missing its chance to create contemporiry 
culture. 


Needless to say since our culture stems from national 
tradition, was shaped in the past and is being shaped 
right now by the clash with and in the face of forei 
interference and aggression, we are aware of the risks 
of cultural alienation. But against that sort of alienating 
influence, which is aot generally imported through 
works of art but through consumer patterns, we rel 
not only on tradition but on the Revolution as well. 
We seek true cultural independence, which does not 
mean cultural isolation, but we think that the possibility 
of true cultural independence is closely related to the 
opportunity of creating our own technology and know- 
ing how to assimilate it, mastering technology as fart 
of contemporary culture. However, we intend to deal 
with this problem not from a simply culturai or cultur- 
alist perspective, but from the perspective of power. 














We do not think that euch freedom of choice in art 
wouid entail any risks for the Revolution. On the 
contrary, we are hoping that each day more artists, 
creators, writers, springing from the very depths of the 
people and encouraged by the many possibilities avail- 
able, will join in experimenting with forms and models. 


it is very unlikely that a people wees with their 
own tools of creation would remove themselves from 
their own sources of identity, from their life experience. 
If such freedom is put in the hands of the people's 
crtists and the people defend and nourish it there's no 
reason to fear, ioe aving made the Revolution possible 
with weapons they certainly are not going to betray 
it with words. 


_ I've already said that the fighting and cultural tradi- 
tion of the Nicaraguan people wes forged in the op- 
position to foreign occupation and domination. Dario 
wes born when the smoke from the rifles used in the 
national war that ended with the expulsion of the 
Yankee filibusters had hardly dissipated, and he died 
in a country occupied by Yankee marines. The first 
image in Sandino’s memory as a child was that of the 
body of General Benjamin Zeledén, who resisted 
against the Yankees in 1912, as he was being dragged 
by horses ridden by US. softliers. His own struggle 
that lasted six years in the Segovias was a struggle for 
sovereignty, mainly defend by poor, bare 
peasants; artisans; miners; agricultural workers, the only 
Ones who really have a sense of nationality, of nationai 
values to defend and, consequently, of cultural tradition 
on which to rely. 


This same basic opposition led us to fight the dicta- 
torship, the offspring of imperialism, and Carlos Fon- 
seca introduced all that tradition of popular struggle 
for sovereignty and independence into the political 
values that the Sandinista Front adopted when it was 
founded in 1961: and it wasn’t until the question oi 
power was settled in 1479 that the question of sover- 
eignty and nationhood, tenaciously defended for so 
many decades, was also settled, together with the ques- 
tion of popular culture and its future paths. Neither 
sovereignty nor nationhood nor popular cultural tradi- 
tion are gratuitous values; they must be taken by stosm 
from the enemy. We even succeeded in releasing Darfo 
from the clutches of the enemy, and now the Revolu- 
tion has proclaimed the day on which he was born 
as the day of Nicaragua's cultural independence. 


THE IDEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE 
NEW CULTURE WILL ALSO HAVE TO BE 
FORGED IN. THE HEAT OF BATTLE 


But we can only speak of the Revolution as a task 
for the future; and the new popular values promoted 
by it, the new conception of society and the ideological 
foundations of the new culture will also have i: be 
forged in the heat of battle, in the midst of the contra- 
dictions between the cld order and the new, between 
the people's defense of their sovereignty and imperialist 
aggression. 


It is for the reasons that | have explained that our 
Revolution is the most important cultural event in the 
history of the country, but it is, above all, a fundamen- 
tal political event for Letin America. It is the first 
revolution on the mainland, a revoiution with borders, 
in the middle of the continent, in one of those weak, 
poverty-siricken countries bearing the scars of humilia- 
tion and intervention, one which the United States 
always regarded as part of its own territory, Or, to put 
it ‘in the same terms used by Yankce ideologues who 
champion manifest destiny and the theory o national 
security, one of its strategic territories. It is as if Latin 
America had, once again, occupied another vanguard 
position behind enemy lines. 


ON 


1 said that our Revolution was one with borders 
because as a historical event it couldn't occur in isola- 
tion; it broke out in a critical area where the condi- 
tions of domination, exploitation and poverty matured 
together in different countries, or in different sectors 
of the same country, becatise in the last analysis Central 
America is one country artificially split into several, 
and the example of a triumphant people in arms has’ 
unquestionably encouraged the heightened struggle in 
Guatemala and El Salvador, two peoples so close to our 
ears and our hearts that we can almost hear the sound 
of their battles. This is not a neutral situation and we 
are taking it on in all its. complexity and closely 
— all the risks. Because Central America is 
historically a single country, every situation of social 
change has always had common effects, and ever since . 
the wars fought under the rs of Morazan soine 
time after independence was declared in 182i, the 
ideas galloped alongside the army cavalries from one 
country to the. other and then just as now the new 
idecls clashed with the old reactionary ones. 


Imperialism is maneuvering in Central America -to 
obstruct the Nicaraguan Revolution, to keep its example 
from spreading and coming to fruition ever again in 
Latin America. It is trying to prevent at all costs the 
revolution in El Salvador and to neutralize the people's 

. struggle in Guatemala, The mercenaries of Cuban origir 
who are training the Somocista Guardsmen in the United 
States — in camps located in.Florida, Louisiana and 

California, to the knowledge of and tolerated by the 
U.S. administration — expect that once Nicaragua is 
conquered by a “triumphant” invasion, they will be 
assisted to invade Cuba. This is the shameful mechanism 
of those dark dreanis. 


Yet how can the Nicaraguan Revolutior be defeated? 
By isolating it, discrediting it, inventing heaps of lies 
every day, not just training and arming counterrevolu- 
tionary bands that attack our frontiers. And how can 
the Salvadoran revolution be defeated? By trying to 
resurrect the old ghosts of intervention, the inter- 
American peace forces, regional alliances which mask 
the claws of intervention. 


Imperialism is trying to commit to ils aggressive 
policy even those countries in the region that had so 
far shown more sense, cnd the conditions of confronta- 
tion could be more critical in the future. Our country 
is not only the victim or the international press agen- 
cies’ conspiracy and the lies of State Department spokes- 
men; it has now begun to be attacked through the 
blocking of international credits, terrorist plans ‘o 
destabilize our efforts at economic reconstruction and 
to murder the leaders of the Revoiution, and diplomatic 
blackmail. Meanwhile, those being trained and armed 
labroad are getting more and more support and more 
covert help. 


I’ve wanted to go from the initial considerations | 
made about our Revolution’s approach to culture to 
this brief exposé of the critical situation we are now 
facing politically speaking so that it can be seen how 
that new culture which we are seeking — I repeat — 
is being shaped within the framework of this opposition, 
and also for another basic reason, namely, that impe- 
rialism will decide that the time for large-scale aggres- 
sion has come when it feels that our country is suf- 
ficiently isolated. That’s why we appeal to you today 
for solidarity so that vou, as intellectuals, as artists, 
can defend in your own countries the idea of the 
Nicaraguan Revolution, and the fact of the Nicara- 
zuan Revolution as a new possibility, which much like 
he Cuben Revolution did 20 years ago, paves the way 
‘or revolution in Latin America. 
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Our people are building their Revolution with joy. Every day a new agricul- 
tural cooperative springs up or a new property deed is given to peasants, 

a fir t-aid station is set up in a remote place, a primary school is built, 
new sunitary conditions are provided, or electricity reaches a village. 

We are 2:\s0 building new hospitals, agricultural schools, sugar mills; we 
are repairing factories which had been destroyed. We are defending the 
real wages of workers and fighting inflation; we are making progress in 
food production; we are opening libraries in small villages; we are making 
films, publishing books; we are encouraging the setting up of artisan 
cooperatives and opening new popular cultural centers. We are beginning 

to transform the country, its reality, its awareness, but we are also 
carefully, uninterruptedly and rigorously preparing to defend ourselves 

and we do this with joy too. We will defend the country, the Revolution, 

if necessary with the same historical determination we used to emerge, in 
Ruben's words, as a free, zealous, proud people. No one will take a single 
step backward when it comes to defending the Revolution--that we can 
guarantee the peoples of Latin America and the rest of the world. We 

seek, in turn, to be given a guarantee that you, as revolutionaries and 
intellectuals, will defend the idea and the fact of the Nicaraguan Revolution, 
which is the Latin American revolution. 


On behalf of our Revolution, of our people, of our intellectuals and our 
artists, I wish to leave you with this Sandinista message and an embrace. 


Patria libre o morir! 


CSO: 3020/70 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


TIRADO LOPEZ READS PROTEST NOTE SENT TO U.S. 
PA250000 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 24 Feb 82 


[Text] The workers of Nicaragua, the working class and the people of this 
country are determined to reconstruct this nation economically, politically, 
socially and morally. Commander of the Revolution Victor Tirado Lopez, 
member of the FSLN National Directorate, thus explained to ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad, chairman of the Presidium of the PDRY Supreme People's Council, 
the guideline that the revolutionary vanguard of the Nicaraguan people has 
given to the nation. 


Regularly interrupted by the applause of more than 2,000 union workers 
affiliated with the Sandinist Workers Federation, the Sandinist leader said 
that our achievements in reconstruction are still modest because our 
resources are scarce. 


Within this framework, Tirado Lopez discussed the effects that the counter- 
revolutionary attacks against our process have on the reconstruction of the 
national economy in particular and the country in general. 





Tirado Lopez said that the enemies of the revolution are forcing us to 
divert time and effort to defensive tasks. Regarding this, he subsequently 
read a communique issued to the U.S. State Department by the Junta of the 
Government of National Reconstruction that protested the attention that the 
Yankee authorities are giving to counterrevolutionary Steadman Fagoth Muller: 


[Begin Tirado Lopez recording] The Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry politely 
greets the honorable U.S. State Department in order to express its most 
vigorous protest against the support that you are giving Steadman Fagoth 
Muller, who has been invited to visit the United States with the obvious 
intention of discrediting and falsely accusing the Nicaraguan Government. 
Fagoth is a known Nicaraguan criminal, former agent of the Somozist Security 
Office and leader of one of the counterrevolutionary groups based in Honduran 
territory. He is responsible for the climate of terror caused by the death 
of more than 60 Nicaraguans, including 15 Miskitos, on the country's Atlantic 
coast. We have evident proof of his participation in counterrevolutionary 
activities and his complicity with certain Honduran military authorities. 

A very specific example of this was his recent plane accident aboard a 
Honduran Air Force plane on 26 December 1981. He was traveling with Army 

Maj (Leonel Lopez Jimenez), commander of Lempira Port. 
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The Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry feels that such an attitude constitutes an 
unfriendly expression toward the Nicaraguan Government by the U.S. Govern- 
ment. 


This indicates that this action can be added to the constant U.S. provoca- 
tions of which Nicaragua is a victim despite its efforts to seek peace and 


stability in the region and its continuous intentions to maintain good 
relations with the U.S. Government. 


The Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry takes this opportunity to reiterate to the 


honorable U.S. State Department its highest and most distinguished consid- 
eration. 


[Dated] Managua, 23 February 1982 [end recording] 


Commander Tirado Lopez protested against U.S. insolence in calling any part 


of the world a zone of vital interest for the United States, a zone of 
influence or mare nostrum and other names that, he said, confirmed the 


arrogance and disdain of the U.S. Government for the other nations of the 
world. 


CSO: 3010/1002 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC TRAINING IN CUBA--A contingent of 60 economists and business admin- 
istrators, who might become leadership cadres within the revolutionary 
government, arrived in the country on 9 February after completing an inten- 
sive course in Cuba that lasted almost ¢ x ‘ths. This group met yesterday 
with Miguel de Castilla Urbina, director o. the National Training Institute, 
to give him a detailed account of what they learned. [Managua EL NUEVO 
DIARIO in Spanish 14 Feb 82 p 4 PA] 3 


SOVIET COOPERATION AGREEMENT--A cooperation and technical assistance agree- 
ment for Nicaraguan higher education, was signed in Managua by representa- 
tives of the USSR State Committee for Vocational and Technical Education and 
of the National Council for Higher Education, CENES, of Nicaragua. The USSR 
will provide Nicaragua with modern laboratories for the schools of architec- 
ture, civil engineering and agriculture of the National University of 
Nicaragua, worth $360,000. The agreement also calls for the establishment 
of workshops, laboratories and equipment for a higher technical training 
center farming mechanical for equipment to be headquartered in Matagalpa 
Department. [as received] These agreements are part of the general cooper- 


ation agreement signed by the Governments of Nicaragua and the USSR last 
year. [Text] [PA272330 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 26 Feb 82] 


REOPENING OF STATIONS URGED--"I feel that the Nicaraguan Catholic Church has 
always struggled for press freedom. As a priest and as director of Radio 
Catolica, I think Mi Preferida and Radio Amor should be permitted to broad- 
cast," Father Bismarck Carballo, spokesman of the Managua Curia, has said. 
The young priest added that "the Nicaraguan people have full right to listen 
to programs of wholesome entertainment.'' This, he indicated, would show the 
desired social-political stability which the country currently lacks, "par- 
ticularly now when we must work for the reconstruction. These situations 
create more tension instead of seeking the solutions to Nicaragua's real 
problems." Radio Mi Preferida and Radio Amor have been closed for several 
months by order of the Interior Ministry. In a front-page editorial yester- 
day, LA PRENSA formally and respectfully asked the government junta to 
“order the reopening" of the two stations as soon as possible. [Text] 
{PAO21320 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 22 Feb 82 p 1] 
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SINGLE UNION--The Federation of Nicaraguan Workers, CIN, has announced that 
a peasants union has been created in southern Zelaya, Jalapa, (Nueva Guinea) 
and Jinotega. This is the Union of Northern Peasants [Union de Campesinos 
del Norte]. It has been reported that the union includes approximately 400 
leaders of the various communities in the country's northern region. The 
same report notes that the rural sectors are being given courses to enhance 
their technical and cultural knowledge. A CIN spokesman said that they are 
reorganizing all of the country's peasants within a single organization, 
whose purpose is to give more protection to rural workers. The spokesman 
noted that the same work is being carried out in other parts of the country, 
to integrate rural workers into the nation's labor life. [Text] [PA030355 
Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 2 Mar 82] 


Cso: 3010/1019 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


COLUMNIST DECRIES 'ZONIAN' TRICKERY ON HOUSING ISSUE 
PA280040 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 27 Feb 82 p 4A 


[Article by Luis Restrepo in "Vox Populi" column: "The Coco Solo and Mindi 
Housing Units''--passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] It was reported a few weeks ago that the United States, acting on a 
request by President Royo, had promised in a telephone conversation to turn 
over the Coce Solo and Mindi housing areas to Panama as soon as possible, 

according to Article XIII of the Panama Canal treaty. Time is passing and 


the United States has not kept its promise. According to the treaty, those 
housing units should have been turned over to Panama on 1 December 1981. 


I have obtained additional reports on this problem, and as many interested 
persons have asked for more information, I am hereby giving a detailed 
report on what is happening. 


The Panama Canal Commission in the middle of last year officially reported 
to the Panamanian Government that on 1 December 1981 it would transfer 
housing units in parts of Coco Solo and Mindi because they were in excess 
of the housing needs for U.S. citizen employees and their dependents. 


The Panama Canal Commission's decision was unanimously approved by its 
board of directors. 


Sometime before 1 December 1981, Mr Ray Laverty of the Panama Canal Com- 
mission told Panama that the transfer of these housing units was tied to 
Panama's allowing the United States to continue to use, for the life of the 
treaty, 576 housing units in Ancon, Balboa, Diablo, Los Rios and other 
residential areas, scheduled to be transferred to Panama on 1 October 1984. 
In other words they want to keep these houses 16 years more than agreed upon. 


Naturally, the Panamanian representatives rejected such an absurd request, 
and insisted on the transfer of the Coco Solo and Mindi housing units on 
L December 1981. 


Three months have gone by and the houses have not yet been transferred to 
Panama despite President Royo's request over the telephone. It is also 
known that there is increasing pressure that /Panama cede/ [phrase usually 
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connected with Panama Canal treaty of 1903]...under threat of blackmail. I 
have been told the pressure continues and is increasing. They are using all 
resources available, and I have been told that some Panamanian sectors are 
cooperating with the "Zonians" in these pressures. 

The "Zonians," meanwhile, have sought all pretexts trying to explain the 
delay. For example, I have learned that they claim that Law 96-70 states 
that 6 months advance notice must be given before transferring any U.S. 
property. Article XIII of the treaty "on transfer of property" is exceed- 
ingly clear, and in none of its subdivisions or paragraphs does it mention 
that U.S. claim voiced by the "Zonians." 


In view of this absurd claim, Panama has replied that Law 96-70 was uni- 
laterally adopted by the United States, and that relations between the 

two countries, as regards to the Panama Canal, are governed exclusively by 
the treaty. I should also add, however, that the treaty [as published] 
states in paragraph I of Article VI of the agreement for the fulfillment of 
Article XIII of the Panama Canal treaty states that “according to Article 
XIII of the Panama Canal treaty, the ownership of the housing units, owned 
by the Panama Canal Company, immediately prior to the entering into effect 
of this agreement, is transferred to the Republic of Panama." 


It can be seen that "Zonian" trickery is behind all this, and Panama is not 
going to stand for it. 


The United States is committing the serious mistake of underestimating the 
Panamanian people's reaction in view of the treaty violations. We can also 
see that they are stubbornly refusing to f the Panamanian flag on the 
commission's floating equipment, and ordering the flying of the aggressor's 
flag instead, in open violation of what was agreed upon. I must stress: 
/Some day the United States will regret these provocations of the Panamanian 
people./ 





CSO: 3010/1003 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


GONZALEZ PREFERS LOPEZ PORTILLO PLAN FOR AREA 
PA270107 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0342 GMT 26 Feb 82 


[Text] Panama City, 25 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--Spanish Socialist Workers Party 
(PSOE) Secretary General Felipe Gonzalez said here today that Reagan's plan 
for Central America condemns certain countries to the shadows, while that of 
Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo is "profoundly satisfactory." 


Gonzalez spent several hours in Panama with other European and Latin Ameri- 
can socialists and social democrats to draft a report on Central America. 


According to the PSOE leader, Reagan's plan contains many political condi- 
tional factors. He added that "it is not too practical to condemn certain 
countries to the shadows, pointing a finger at them." 


Reagan's plan mentions Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada as exporters of weapons 
and subversion. 


Regarding the Mexican plan for the pacification of Central America through 
negotiations among the conflicting factions, Gonzalez said that "it is one 
of the most interesting, most intelligent and most serious proposals of 
recent times because it respects the peoples" development and their right 

to self-determination and supports democratic pluralism and social changes." 


Gonzalez added that Lopez Portillo's plan should be taken into considera- 
tion by the United States and that after examining it in Panama and at a 
meeting in Caracas, the Socialist International regards it as "profoundly 
satisfactory." 


Gonzalez said in conclusion that he thinks it was a negative move to announce 
Reagan's economic and political plan and aeronaval maneuvers in the 


Caribbean in March at the same time "because those maneuvers might heighten 
regional tension." 


CSO: 3010/1003 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


COLUMNIST PROTESTS U.S. COMMISSIONERS' 'DISRESPECT' 
PAO31720 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 2 Mar 82 pp 4A, 8A 
[Article by Luis Restrepo in "Vox Populi" colum] 


[Text] Carries in its edition of Friday, 26 February, the daily LA PRENSA 
a very serious charge that appears to originate in the Panama Canal Com 
mission itself. 


The report reveals the existence of meetings, memoranda and talks between 
commission and U.S. Embassy officials, inside the commission offices. 


LA PRENSA cites dates and places. The newspaper quotes the memorandums as 
well as statements by the participants to those meetings. 


According to the charges, ranking embassy and commission officials, particu- 
larly the latter, have deprecated the Panamanian judicial system, courts and 
judges. The judges were described as corruptible and influence peddlers. 
One of the memoranda uses the term "banana republics," which is most offen- 
sive. 





Noting that the Panamanian judges act under political pressures, commission 
officials have influenced the commission to hire a politically influential 
law firm to obtain the release of Zonians arrested by the Panamanian authori- 
ties. 


The fact that the Panama Canal Commission should assume the role of pro- 
tector of the Zonians now that they are legally under Panamanian jurisdiction 
perpetuates the paternalistic system of overprotecting Zonian parasites who 
are remnants of the Canal Zone colonial enclave still to be eradicated. 
Furthermore, to defend the Zonians, funds are diverted without treaty 
authorization. These funds are necessary to manage, operate and maintain 

the canal. The funds diverted are charged to the annual $10 million which 
the Republic of Panama should receive from the profit remaining after the 
costs and expenses of managing, operating and maintaining the canal are 
deducted from its gross income. 


Nevertheless, the most serious aspect of LA PRENSA's charges is the offen- 


sive and disrespectful language used by the officials during the meetings and 
in the documents presented. The paper cites this language. 








This was to be expected considering the officials involved, their hatred of 
Panama, their frustration at having become, by virtue of the treaty, mere 
foreigners in a country that does not want them or their bad behavior. These 
officials are the Dwight McKabney, Fred Cotton, Ray Laverty, Mike Gordon, and 
Dick Morgan, who know their days are numbered. As of 1 April they will come 
under Panama's legal jurisdiction and will not be able to escape that juris- 
diction, even though some may already have obtained diplomatic status. 


These people are making implementation of the treaty difficult. They are 
conspiring against the Panamanian representatives on the board of directors 
and the deputy administrator of the commission who is Panamanian. 


These individuals are dangerous because they are mediocre people who enjoy 
ranking administrative positions as well as high wages and benefits they 
could never have in their own country. There McKabney would hardly be more 
than a courtroom shyster; Cotton, Gordon and Morgan would be bad rank-and- 
file policemen while Laverty would not go beyond being a stock clerk in a 
third-class supermarket. These conditions drive them to fight to the death 
to preserve their privileges. 


Notwithstanding, compliance of the treaty, the elimination of the causes of 
conflict, cooperation and the security of the canal are at stake. The pre- 
viously mentioned individuals are a menace to all these objectives. Like a 
cancer, they must be removed. 


The initiative to that effect by the Panamanian representatives to the board 
of directors is well known, but it is necessary for the Panamanian Foreign 
Ministry to take action and declare them personae non grata and order their 
expulsion from this country, which is contaminated by their presence. 
Foreign Minister Illueca, do something now before the action of these 
individuals degenerates into unpredictable situations. We Panamanians 
cannot tolerate disrespect such as that reported by LA PRENSA. 


CSO: 3010/1017 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


POPULAR NATIONALISTS EXPLAIN PARTY PRINCIPLES 
PAO 30312 Panama City Radio Continente Network in Spanish 1145 GMT 2 Mar 82 


[Statement by Edison Broce, Panamanian Popular Nationalist Party (PNP) 
Political Committee Directorate member, in "Political Reflections of the 


PNP" program--live ] 


[Excerpts] The PNP is a young party in the country's history. It offi- 
cially began its activities on 9 April 1981, when we requested its registra- 
tion at the Electoral Tribunal. It is composed of a group of young profes- 
sionals, students and members of the masses that comprise this nation. 


The party has adopted the following declaration of principles. The ideo- 
logical platform of the PNP is composed of 15 principles: 


The first principle states that the PNP is established as the political 
vanguard of the Panamanian people, <o constantly strengthen their national 


identity and to struggle for the best solution of national problems. | 


The PNP is nationalist because the country's cultural heritage must be pro- 
moted and protected. This heritage is made up of the artistic, humanistic 
and scientific expression of the Panamanian man throughout history. 


The PNP is nationalist because it has the short-term goal of achieving the 
integral transfer of the Panama Canal to our republic and the elimination 
of the U.S. military bases from our national territory, through peaceful 
means. 


The PNP is nationalist because it supports the basic principle of the defense 
of national sovereignty and the fatherland, in accordance with the people's 
tradition of nationalist struggle. 


The PNP is popular because it is a political association in which all 
Panamanian citizens, without distinction in class, sex, race or religion, 
can participate as members. 


The PNP is popular because it fervently seeks to be and to maintain itself 
as a popular political organization that struggles for the achievement of the 
Panamanian people's collective desires. 











The PNP is popular because it maintains that Panamanian society should func- 
tion as a harmonious whole, in which individual rights are in harmony with 
the social rights and in which the principle that private interests should 
give way to the public or social interest will be permanently respected. 


The ninth principle of our declaration states: The PNP is democratic 
because its operation is based on the active participation of all of its 
members, without exception. The election of its local, corregimiento, 
district, provincial and national leaders and its convention delegates and 
candidates is carried out through the vote of its members or their repre- 
sentatives. 


The PNP is democratic because it has as its goal the full establishment of 

a republican democratic and representative form of government in the polit- 
ical constitution and in the fundamental laws of the republic. It also seeks 
the elimination of any legal form that permits the autocratic or personalis- 
tic exercise of public power. 


The PNP is democratic because it has as its goal the exercise of public power 
in accordance with the principles of individual freedom, economic and social 
democracy and ideological respect. 


The PNP is democratic because it defends full respect for human rights, in 
accordance with the legal national, regional and international regulations 
that define and protect them. 


The PNP supports the principle of self-determination of peoples and respects 
the norms of international law that do not harm Panamanian sovereignty, 
tertitorial integrity and national interests. 


The 14th principle states: The PNP supports the principles of peace as an 
ideal for all mankind and it supports the peaceful solution of international 
conflicts. 

The last principle of the PNP states: The PNP supports the Bolivarian prin- 


ciple of struggling for the integration and independence of the Latin 
American peoples, free of all imperial power. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


NEGOTIATOR FAVORS ‘UNDERSTANDING’ TO SOLVE PROBLEMS 
PAO41549 Panama City Radio Continente Network in Spanish 1145 GMT 3 Mar 82 


{"The Word" program hosted by Omaira "Mayin" Correa, with guest Diogenes de 
la Rosa, prominent politician and former member of negotiating team for the 


Torrijos-Carter treaties--live ] 


[Excerpts] [Correa] One last question, because you were an active partici- 
pant in the negotiation of the Torrijos-Carter treaties. We are constantly 
hearing Panama's complaints about the maladjustments--the United States does 
not accept the word violations--in the interpretation of the Torrijos-—Carter 
treaties. I ask you: In this search to make adjustments to the Torrijos- 
Carter treaties, or in this case to violations as Panama prefers to term it, 
should we proceed through rapprochement or should we again begin an 
interminable struggle while neglecting domestic issues; for example unemploy- 
ment and the very difficult economic problem that Panama is facing? 


I think that at this time, dialogue, rapprochement and communication are 
appropriate, rather than a fist fight with the United States, because cir- 
cumstances have changed. I do not know your opinion on this, Sir. 


[De la Rosa] Well, Mayin, I am going to try to reduce the problem to your 
own terms. You have spoken to me of two things: the treaty and the methods 
of reacting to the problems that are emerging in the implementation of the 
treaty. 


In the treaty, it was necessary to reach a compromise in which neither of 


the two parties would impose its viewpoints, but in which those viewpoints 
were considered. It was a very difficult transaction. 


The treaty has ambiguities. [ have said so many times. It has ambiguities, 
but in diplomacy, ambiguous language--as Kissinger once said--is a means of 
reaching an agreement in circumstances in which agreements are difficult or 
impossible. That is why the final article of the treaty states that the 
treaty is concluded in two languages and is signed in two languages, the 
Originals of which are equally valid. Therefore, we can legally base our 
viewpoint on the treaty and the United States can do the same. 


Well then, one of the difficult points in the treaty was related precisely 
to the organization that would administer the canal. The [implementing] 


1) 














legislation, which contains so many mechanisms for hindering the faithful 
application of the treaty, has confronted us with all these problems, which 
are obvious violations, if not of the precise text of the treaties, then of 
the aims and the declared objective of the treaties. These objectives are 
the elimination of U.S. jurisdiction in the Canal Zone and the full reversion 
of that area to Panama. This in turn presupposes the receipt of an instru- 
ment of international traffic, the canal, in normal operating conditions. 


[Correa] Well, you have discussed the violations--and I have been very 
pleased with your explanation of the matter of the violations--but you have 
not answered me as to whether the methods being used by Panama to prevent or 


correct those violations are the proper methods. 

[De la Rosa] Look, Mayin, we obtained what we did from the United States 
by continuously struggling. Someone once said, quite rightly, that states 
never resolve anything. They do resolve many things, but he was referring 
to other levels and mechanisms of negotiation. We cannot ever renounce the 
exercise of a definite, permanent position of struggle and all that this 
implies, to see that the treaties are fulfilled. 

[Correa] In other words, the method of rapprochement does not work? 


[De la Rosa] No, no, I do not mean that. We are not opposed to that prac- 
tice, but at the same time, we have to negotiate with the United States. 


[Correa] We are not going to make adjustments by fighting, are we? 


[De la Rosa] But struggle is necessary, both here and in international 
forums. 


[Correa] Then we should fight but not rule out the resource of rapproche- 
ment e 


[De la Rosa] Of course, or the resource of understanding. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


NATIONAL GUARD CHANGES VIEWED AS 'COUP' 
PA041634 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Mar 82 p 1A 
[Editorial: "The Crisis of the Process" ] 


[Text] With accurate intuition, both Panamanians and foreigners have 
described yesterday's strange incidents as a "coup." In doing this, they 
are ignoring the formal power structures, which are apparently unharmed, in 
order to center their attention on the National Guard, the only source of 
real power within the system. In this light, it is evident that Commander 
Florencio Florez' unexpected and forced retirement has, in effect, the 
importance of an authentic coup, regardless of any juridical-political 
technicism. The lengthy and obscure years of the process have taught the 
citizen to make a radical distinction between appearance and reality. The 
political cannibalism of the native revolutionaries has always been con- 
cealed under alleged transfers and equally imaginary retirements. That was 
the case with Boris Martinez' exile, which was announced to the country as 
a transfer of the former colonel to the Inter-American Defense Board. Some- 
thing similar occurred with removal of Colonels Pinilla and Urrutia and, more 
recently, with that of Col Rodrigo Garcia, all of whom became beneficiaries 
of sudden unrequested retirements. Far from satisfying the public's curi- 
osity, the clumsy explanations given by President Royo and Col Ruben Dario 
Paredes cause more questions than they answer. This is construed from the 
nervous uncertainty that provides a certain transparency to the reports 
aired by the national and international media and varied speculation with 
which the citizens’ skepticism replaces the incoherent official explanations. 
The bucolic image of social peace, monolithic political stability and revo- 
lutionary loyalty that the official spokesmen insist on projecting has been 
contradicted by the irrefutable testimony of the events. After 13 years, the 
crude reality remains unaltered: /power is acquired, maintained or lost de 
facto, outside of any institutional procedure./ [slantlines denote boldface 
as published] Under these conditions, it is difficult to accord any degree 
of credibility to the military promises that electoral impartiality will be 
maintained. Yesterday's events make even more fragile the precarious demo- 
cratic opening and forebode dark and dangerous days for the republic. If 
events still prevail over the institutions, there is little hope for the 
country‘s political future. Events confirm our conviction that it is impera- 
tive to find new formulae for coexistence among the citizens. The "process" 
as revealed itself incapable of structuring responsible and democratic 
-Olitical institutions that place the law above the whims and ambitions of 
men. That patriotic and noble goal seems to have become even more distant 
today. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


CODE OF ETHICS TO GOVERN GENERAL ELECTIONS BEING PREPARED 
FLO41210 Bridgetown CANA in English 0000 GMT 4 Mar 82 
[Report by Ernie Seon] 


[Text] Castries, St Lucia, 3 Mar (CANA)--Efforts are being made here to 
establish a code of ethics to govern the forthcoming general elections due 
by May 7th this year. 


This disclosure has been made here by leader of the Progressive Labour Party 
[PLP], George Odlum, who has described the move as "a desirable objective." 


The code is being worked out by the Inter-Church Council, trade unions, 
the Chamber of Commerce and the three political parties here. 


Representatives from these organisations have expressed concern about the 
quality of contributions currently being made by the various representatives 
of the parties at public meetings and the behaviour of persons attending," 
Odlum said. 


The PLP leader added, ''The quality leaves much to be desired and it is 
obvious that it is far from enough to excite the intellectual curiosity 
of the electorate." 


Odlum thought that because the hopes of several St Lucians who supported the 
Labour Party in 1979 were dashed after the party took up office and the 
leadership struggle in government, "there are many people who have no appe- 
tite for politics and who are cynical about the possibility of electing a 
government which is clean and ready to work in the interest of the people." 


This cynicism, he said, might conceivably result in a low poll. 


"But it is important that all political activists and campaigners and others 
involved with political parties try to discourage this tendency for voters 
to stay at home. It is the kind of tendency which might produce a distorted 
result and only the country can suffer as a result of this," Odlum said. 


Odlum, an adviser to the interim government of Prime Minister Michael 


Pilgrim, said that it is with this in mind that a code of ethics is 
likely to be established. 
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He thought it would be “even more commendable if these ethics were to emerge 
out of the basic principle of the acceptance of a government of national 
unity in the country." 


Odlum noted however that there was a peculiar dilemma in that some parties 
had rejected the concept of national government for various reasons, "and at 
the same time they are pushing the idea of nation unity in order to get some 
relief from the pressure of the people in the course of the elections." 


He called for this "dilemma to be cleared away with frank statements by all 
parties as to where they stand on the question of national government and 
national unity." 


No date has so far been announced for general elections but Prime Minister 
Pilgrim has said that the announcement will be made "sometime this month." 


Several candidates have already been launched by the United Workers Party, 
and the Progressive Labour Party but very few by the St Lucia Labour Party. 


Odlum told the press that it is important that the upcoming elections gear 
St Lucia to move forward by resolving some of the internal political and 
economic problems facing the country. 


"Given the tremendous difficulties which a small Third World country like 

St Lucia faces on the international economic arena, it is essential that all 
impediments to the island's development path be cleared away by the elec- 
tions,'' Odlum said. 


"This could only be achieved by having a party with a good mandate," he 
added. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


REPORTAGE ON CATO-BURNHAM TALKS 
Talks Open 
FLO31655 Bridgetown CANA in English 1453 GMT 3 Mar 82 


[Text] Kingstown, St Vincent, 3 Mar (CANA)--Prime Minister Milton Cato is 
today leading a five-man team to Guyana for two days of talks with President 
Forbes Burnham. 


The St Vincent and the Grenadines delegation also includes Foreign Affairs 
Minister Hudson Tannis, Trade and Agriculture Minister Vincent Beache, 
Director of Planning Kark John and the executive assistant to the prime 
minister, William Huggins. 


Prime Minister Cato and his team will discuss cooperation between the two 
states in areas including agriculture, fisheries and meat production, among 
other matters. 


A proposed meeting of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) heads of government is 
also expected to be discussed. 


Last month Prime Minister Cato led a delegation to Martinique for talks on 
development and cooperation. 


Results of Talks 
FLO41624 Bridgetown CANA in English 1454 GMT 4 Mar 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 4 Mar (CANA)--St Vincent has asked Guyana to 
purchase more of the goods it produces, the GUYANA NEWS AGENCY (GNA) has 
reported. 


It quotes Foreign Minister Hudson Tannis who is part of a high level St 
Vincent delegation now winding up official talks in Guyana, as saying that 
his country hoped to develop better trading patterns with Guyana. 


Mr Tannis said that St Vincent imported a range of products from Guyana 


including hard wood, rice and up to quite recently, sugar, and he hoped that 
Guyana could buy certain agricultural products from St Vincent. 
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The St Vincent delegation headed by Prime Minister Milton Cato has had a 
look at Guyana's livestock production at Ebini in Berbice County and will 


be seeking technical assistance in this area. 

The talks between the two Caribbean Community government leaders are taking 
place at Kimbia, some 150 miles from Georgetown, and are preparatory to a 
CARICOM summit expected to be convened by mid-year. 


Barbados Prime Minister Tom Adams has had similar discussions at Kimbia with 
Guyana President Forbes Burnhan. 
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